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The ChrisTianizing of Paganism
Perpetua refused the command to sacrifice to idols; for, 

if she had done so, she would have declared to all that she 
had renounced her faith in Christ. Her only reply was that 
she must obey the Bible and God. While awaiting the day 
of execution in prison, she was joined by another young 
woman who had also refused to renounce Christianity. Her 
name was Felicitas. When the day of execution arrived, they 
were taken out into the amphitheater, where wild beasts were 
turned loose upon them. It was March, A.D. 205.

If faithful, someday you will meet them in heaven. Bi-
ble truth is worth it; Jesus is worth it; eternity is worth it. 
Unfortunately, back in those early centuries, just as today, 
there were many professed Christians who were not faithful 
to God and the teachings of the Bible. 

Here is a description of a religious service at approx­
imately the time when Perpetua and Felicitas laid down 
their lives for Christ:

“The daily ritual of Isis ... produced an immense effect on 
the Roman mind. Every day there were two solemn offices, 
at which white­robed, tonsured priests, with acolytes and 
assistants of every degree, officiated. The morning litany 
and sacrifice was an impressive service….—Samuel Dill, 
“Roman Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius,” pp. 577­
578. London, Macmillan, 1904.

What you have just read sounds very similar to a Roman 
Catholic “sacrifice of the mass,”—but instead you have read 
about the pagan services that gave birth to the later Roman 
Catholic services’ This was practiced in the Near East and 
in Egypt years before the progressive Christian modernists 
at Rome began copying it. Meanwhile, the true Christians 
who obeyed Bible teachings were being thrown to wild 
animals in the Colosseum.

It was a proverb that everything finally came to Rome, 
and the worldly Christians there were among the first to 
gradually accept many pagan practices. These included the 
tonsure (read Lev 21:5 and Deut 14:1) in honor of the Sun 
god, and holy water for sprinkling instead of baptism by 
immersion as given in the Bible (Acts 8:35­38; Romans 6:3­
5). From India came the practice of the ascetics (monastic 
hermits) and rosary beads. The burning of candles came from 
the worship of the Sun god, Mi. Then was added heathen 
practice of the “faithful” to observe: “the sign of the cross.”

While the bishop of Rome (later to be called the “pope”) 
was gaining in wealth and power through an alliance with 
heathenism, the men and women who loved God were 
struggling to keep alive. During long centuries, the true 
Christians fled to the catacombs to avoid persecution. There 
they lived, worshiped, died, and were buried in crypts by 
kind friends. It is estimated that if the catacomb passages 
under Rome were placed in a straight line they would extend 
for more than five hundred miles.

Aside from fleeing underground or to distant lands, there 
were only two ways to escape the terrible per secutions that 

so frequently came at that time: either re nounce one’s faith 
in Christ or live so much like the pagans that one’s religion 
hardly seemed different. And this, many chose to do.

To The glory of miThra
It happened in the late summer of A.D. 286. 
The soldiers in the Theban Legion refused to sacrifice to 

the Roman gods or to promise to kill Christians. Learning 
of this, Maximillan was so enraged that he ordered every 
tenth man to be put to the sword. But when it was done, 
those remaining still refused to submit to the emperor’s 
require ments. A second time every tenth man was slain. 
Now, those still alive wrote an appeal and sent it to the 
emperor, declaring their loyalty but maintaining that they 
must also fear God and could not do this. In a white­hot 
anger, Maximillian or der  ed soldiers from nearby stations 
to go there and slay every one of them. Out of nearly 7,000 
men—not one would deny His faith in Christ. 

Elsewhere, at this very same time Roman sol diers were 
fast being won over to a new god. They began rendering 
their special devo tion to Mithra—the Sun god. This growing 
trend was destined to severely change Christianity.

How did the Bible Sabbath of the seventh day of the week, 
turn into Sunday the first day of the week? It is at progressive 
Rome that we learn the answer.

There has been seven days in the week from time im­
memorial. After God created the world in six days and then 
rested on the seventh, and hallowed it for worship (Gen 
2:1­3), the seven­day week went all over the world—and 
down through history to our own time. And we know, from 
the re cords of historians and astronomers, that the weekly 
cycle has never changed: The Seventh day of the week is 

the same now as it was back in Bible times and before.
We can read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and 

we will find only Seventh­day Sabbath worship. There is 
nothing about first­day worship in the entire Scriptures. 
Where then did it come from?

For the answer, we must look outside the Bible—into 
the pagan world. In fact, to locate the origin of the word 
“Sunday,” we must look to the same source. Both first­
day sacredness, and the very name, “Sunday,” came from 
paganism.

In the Bible, the days of the week were simply called the 
first day, the second day, and so on. The last, or seventh day 
of the week, was called the Sabbath.

But, about the time of Christ, the pagans began giving 
new names to the days of the week: the Day of the Sun, the 
Day of the Moon, etc., in honor of their planetary gods. This 
part of paganism is called “the planetary week.”

Each day was ruled over by a different god, but the most 
important god ruled the first day—and that was “the Lord, 
the Sun.” It was HIS day—the Lord’s Day.

Of course, this was a clever counterfeit, by Satan, of the 
True Lord’s Day. The Bible Sabbath is the day unto the 
Lord (Ex 16:23, 25; 31:15; 35:2), the day of the Lord (Ex 
20:10; Lev 23:3; Deut 5:14), and His own day (Isa 58:13). 
Jesus, the Creator, who gave us the Sabbath and everything 
else (Eph 3:9; Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:2; Gen 2:1­3), was 
the one who said “I am the Lord of the Sabbath day” (Matt 
12:8; Mk 2:28). —The only “Lord’s day” in the Bible is 
the Bible Sabbath!

Now, although these names for the days of the week were 
fairly new, the Sun god was not new. The orb of the sun had 
been worshiped for thousands of years. “Sun worship was 
the earliest idolatry.”—Faus set, Bible Dictionary, page 666.

The Arabians appear to have worshiped the solar disc 
directly without the use of any statue or other symbol (Job 
31:26­27). Abraham was called out of all this when he went to 
the promised land. Ra was the Sun god of Egypt, and On (also 
called Heliopolis: “the City of the Sun”) was the city of Sun 
worship in that country (see the Hebrew of Jeremiah 43:13).

Entering Canaan under Joshua, the Hebrews again met 
Sun worship. Baal, of the Phoenicians; Molech or Milcom, 
of the Ammonites; and Hadad, of the Syrians;—and later the 
Per sian god, Mithras (Mithra)—all these were ancient pagan 
Sun gods. Shemish was an important Sun god in the Middle 
East. Later, in Egypt, Aton was the god of the Sun disc. The 
famous temple, at Baalbek, was dedicated to Sun worship.

All through ancient history, Sun worship was the great 
counterfeit of the true worship of God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth.

By associating with Sun worshipers, the Israelites at 
times practiced it themselves (Lev 26:30; Isa 17:8). King 
Manasseh worshiped the Sun (2 Kg 21:3, 5). Josiah de-
stroyed the chariots that were dedicated to the Sun god, 
and then removed the horses consecrated to Sun­worship Image of mIthra
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processions (2 Kg 23:5, 11­12). Incense 
was burned on Sun altars on the housetops 
in worship of the Sun (Zeph 1:5). In vision, 
the prophet, Ezekiel, was shown the greatest 
of abominations—direct Sun worship at the 
entryway to the temple of the true God. This 
was done by facing eastward to the rising 
sun (Ezek 8:16­17). In our own time, this 
practice of worshiping toward the rising 
sun is to be found both in Christianity and 
heathen ism. The entrance of every major 
cathedral of Europe faces west. By this 
custom, borrowed from ancient paganism, 
the worshipers inside will face the rising 
sun as they worship God. (In contrast, the 
ancient sanctuary of Israel faced east, so 
that the worshipers would have their backs 
to the rising sun.)

It was only a short time before Christ that 
the days of the week were dedicated to pagan 
planetary gods. The first day was the high 
day for worship: It was “dies Solis”—the 
day of the Sun. All the other days were 
subservient to it (“dies Lunae,” the day of 
the moon, etc.).

All of this was in decided contrast with the 
religion of the Bible—in which we worship 
the Creator God of the Uni verse; and His 
worship day is the Seventh day of the week, 
as He commanded in the Ten Command-
ments. Here is the Fourth Commandment:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work. But the Seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do 
any work: thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh-
ter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day [Gen. 2:1­3]: where-
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hal lowed it.”—Exodus 20:8­11 (the Fourth 
Commandment).

The sacred day of the people who believed 

the Bible, was the seventh day, the memorial 
of Creation, the only weekly rest day given 
in the Bible. The sacred day of paganism 
was the memorial of the Sun god. It was the 
first day of the week, called “the vener able 
day of the Sun.”

In the time of Christ and the apostles, the 
official religion of the Roman govern ment 
did not have a sacred day, but gradually, 
many in Rome began keeping Sunday. This 
was due to the influence of the Roman sol-
diers. Traveling to far lands in order to fight 
the wars and keep the peace, they brought 
back with them new cultures and new re­
ligions. But the one they especially preferred 
was Mithraism.

Mithra had been wor shiped as the god of 
strength and war for centuries. But, in the 
First Century A.D., he was transformed, 
oddly enough, into the leading Sun god of 
the Roman Empire. The Romans gave him a 
new name—Sol Invictus, which means “the 
Invincible Sun.” He was the great god of the 
Roman soldiers, and soon the masses began 
to worship him also. By the middle of the 
Second Century, Mithraic Sun worship was 
the greatest heathen rival of Christianity.

This was a clever counterfeit by Satan 
to draw men and women from the worship 
of the true God. Mithraism imitated the 
worship of Christ in several ways: It had a 
dying, rising Saviour god, whose birth and 
resurrection was celebrated every year on 
Dec. 25. It had special religious suppers, 
or communion services, when the believers 
partook of their god. Its converts had to be 
baptized (by standing under an iron grating, 
over which a bull was slaughtered). And it 
had one day in the week that was sacred to its 
god—the first day of the week—the Day of 
the Sun. Mithraism counterfeited the religion 
of the true God more cleverly than any other 
religion up to that time in history.

Gradually the new Roman holiday became 
popular, as large numbers of non­Christians 
began observing Sunday as a holy day, in 
honor of Mithra. He was especially idolized 
by the Roman soldiers; for his worship 
included athletic feats of skill and “warlike 
manliness.”

Of crucial importance was the fact that 
Roman generals frequently became the 
new emperor, upon the death of the Caesar 
already in power. This greatly favored the 
rapid acceptance of Mithraism by the people 
of Rome. Sun worship was rapidly spreading 
across the empire.

This was to culminate in the rise of an 
emperor—Constantine—whose family was 
especially dedicated to the Sun god,—and 
who, as we shall see, was to actively work 
with the Christian Church leaders, at Rome, 
in bringing Mithra’s holiday into the worship 
of the God of heaven.

Also by the middle of the second century, 
the teachings of Mithraism became popular 
among the teachers at the Christian Theolog-
ical Sem inary in Alexandria. The progressive 
teachers there taught these pagan ideas and 
practices to their students. This influence 
from Alexandria helped the leaders (later 
called “popes”) of the Christian Church 
in the capital city of Rome to adopt these 
heathen theories and rituals as “new light.” 
Eventually, the Rome decreed that all the 
Christian churches throughout the civilized 
world practice these errors.

History tells us that the priests of the 
Temple of the Sun, at Rome, were called 
“pontiffs.” They were priests of their 
dying­rising, savior­god Mithra, and “Vice-
gerents” (second in command, next to him) 
of the Mithraic Church. At a later time, the 
bishops of the local Christian Church, at 
Rome, adopted both of these titles as their 
own—and became the “vicegerents” of 
Christ and the “pontiffs,” before whom all 
the faithful in Christendom eventually had 
to bow on pain of death.

So it came to be that, by the middle of 
the Second Cen tury, A.D. 150 (only 117 
years after the death of Christ),—worldly 
Christians, in Alexandria and Rome, began 
keeping Sunday as a holy day. One of the 
reasons they gave for this practice was that 
it made them better accepted by their pagan 
neighbors—and thus made Christianity more 
appealing to worldlings. The same method of 
“converting the world,” by be coming more 
like it, is still being used today by a number 
of Christians.

Mithraic Sun worship gradually came to 
dominate the empire, as the leading Sun­
god religion, until Constantine I defeated 
Licinius in A.D. 323. After that date, Con-
stantine worked steadily with the Christian 
bishop of Rome—to make the worldly 
Christianity of Rome the official religion of 
the entire empire.

And when this happened, Mithraism 
died—for Satan no longer needed it—for all 
Rome was now “Christian” and had become 
the new City of the Sun.

CiTy of The sun
On March 7, 321, the long­awaited uni-

fying edict was issued—destined to unite 
the two leading religions into a single pow-
erful State Church. This was Constantine’s 
famous Sunday Law Decree, in which he 
required the observance of the day of the 
Lord Mithra, the day of the Sun god—the 
Sun day—as a day of worship by all peo ples 
throughout the empire.

Here is the text of this decree:
“Let all judges and townspeople and occu-

pations of all trades rest on the  venerable Day 
of the Sun [Sunday]; never theless, let those 
who are situated in the rural districts freely 

and with full liberty attend to the cultivation of 
the fields, be cause it frequently happens that 
no other day may be so fit ting for ploughing 
grains or trenching vineyards, lest at the 
time the advantage of the moment granted 
by the provision of heaven be lost. Given on 
the Nones [seventh] of March, Cris pus and 
Constantine being consuls, each of them, for 
the se cond time.”—Recorded in the Code of 
Justinian, Book III, title 12, law 3.

Constantine was not a Christian. At this 
very same time he was embellishing the Tem-
ple of the Sun in Rome. Constantine enacted 
another law giving pagan soothsayers official 
acceptance in the empire.

Five additional Sunday laws were to be is-
sued, by Constantine, within a very few years, 
to strengthen this basic one of A.D. 321.

Sunday was the great day of the Sun­wor-
ship cults, as well as of compromising Chris-
tians. The day is called “the Venerable Day 
of the Sun” His first imperial Sunday edict 
of 321, enforcing the observance of Sunday, 
he was still a wor shiper of Sol Invictus—the 
“Invincible Sun”—Lord Mithra. And he was 
also the Pontifix Maximus. In another of his 
six Sunday laws, the soldiers were required 
to face the rising sun while uttering a group 
prayer Sunday mornings, a form of prayer 
which could have been employed by a wor-
shiper of Mithra, of Serapis, or of Apollo, 
quite as well as by a Christian believer. This 
was the official sanction of the old custom of 
addressing a prayer to the rising sun.”—Vic-
tor Duruy, History of Rome, Vol. 7, p. 489.

Constantine always favored the Sun god, 
but he was wise enough to know that he 
must unite it with Christianity in order to 
win all of the people to the worship of the 
Sun god on his day.

But unity based on compromise had the 
effect of bringing the world into the Christian 
Church in the Fourth Century, during the 
reign of Constantine.

Thus it was that nearly 300 years after the 
death of Christ on Calvary, and about 200 
years after the Bible ended—Sunday became 
the worship day of Christians.

One excellent historical work tells us that 
Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea (c. 260­340), 
was “the special friend and flatterer of Con-
stantine”(Great Controversy, p. 574). In his 
writings, Eusebius clearly explained that the 
apostate church was respon sible for what 
Constantine did—All things whatsoever that 
were prescribed for the [Bible] Sabbath, WE 
have transferred them to the Lord’s day, as 
being more authoritative and more highly 
regarded and first in rank, and more honor-
able than the Bible Sabbath.”—Eusebius, 
Commentary on the Psalms, Psalm 91, in 
Patrologie Cursus Completus, Series Latina, 
ed. J.P. Migne, p. 23, 1169­1172.

Here are some comments by historians in 
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regard to this momentous event, by which 
the pagan religions of the Western civilized 
world were united with Christianity:

“It was a definite Christian policy [at 
Rome] to take over the pagan festivals 
endeared to the people by tradition, and to 
give them a Christian significance.”—Arthur 
Weigall, (Dr. A.E. Weigall [1888­1937] “Re-
mains of the struggle [between Christianity 
and Mithraism] are found in two institutions 
adopted from its rival by Christianity in the 
fourth century, the two Mithraic sacred days: 
December 25th, dies natalis solis [birthday 
of the sun] as the birthday of Jesus,—and 
Sunday, ‘the venerable day of the Sun,’ 
as Con stantine called it in his edict of 
321.”—Walter Woodburn Hyde, Paganism 
to Christianity in the Roman Empire, p. 60. 
(Hyde [1870­?] was an American ancient 
history professor and writer).

“What began, however, as a pagan ordi-
nance, ended as a Christian regulation; and 
a long series of imperial decrees, during the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries, enjoined 
with increasing stringency abstinence from 
labor on Sunday.”—Hutton Web ster, Rest 
Days, 1916, pp. 122­123, 270

“Concerning the power of the Mithras cult 
[on Chris tianity], we still have evidence in 
the fact that it is not the Bible Sabbath that 
is the sacred weekday (which Christian ity, 
coming out of Judaism, had nearest at hand), 
but Sunday, dedicated to the Sun god Mi-
thra.”—H. Lamer, “Mithras, Wur ter  buch der 
Antike, 2nd ed., 1933. (Hans Lamer [1873­?] 
was an archaeological writer and a student of 
ancient re ligions and civilizations.)

—And so it was, that the papacy, working 
through Constantine, turned Rome into the 
City of the Sun. Every passing century wit-
nessed the pas sage of additional laws and 
decrees, requiring the worship of Christ on 
the day originally dedicated to Mithra—on 
pain of death.

And yet, ironically, Mithra, himself, was 
to pass away within fifty years after Con-
stantine’s time. The same happened to the 
worship of Isis and Horus—the Egyptian 
Queen of Heaven and her infant son. Within 
half a century after the worship of Mary 
was required by Rome, the worship of Isis 
ceased. Its pagan devotees had switched 
over to Chris tianity and to the worship of 
statues of Mary of the sacred heart, holding 
an infant son.

When Rome became the City of the Sun, 
a new persecution of Christians—far more 
bitter than anything they had exper ienced 
earlier—began in earnest. And it continued 
for cen turies.

More than fifteen additional Sunday laws 
were enacted and enforced by the State or 
the Catholic Church over the next several 
centuries. These laws restricted what could 

be done on Sunday, and forbade Sabbath­
keeping. Each law be came more strict, 
each penalty more severe. It is obvious 
that humble Christians were determined 
not to stop keeping the Bible Sabbath—the 
worship of God on the Seventh­day of the 
week. Desecration of Sunday sacredness was 
responsible for the death of large numbers of 
Christians in the ages that followed.

For centuries, Christians were persecuted 
to death for worshiping God on the Bible 
Sabbath. And yet, they re fused to compro-
mise their faith. The Seventh­day Sabbath 
is clearly in the Bible; Sunday sacredness is 
clearly not. And so they were willing to die 
for genuine Bible religion.

The majority of Christians were observing 
the Seventh­day Sabbath at least as late as 
the middle of the Fifth Century. Sozomen 
and Socrates Scholasticus were two histori-
ans who lived in the Fifth Century A.D. They 
clearly state that the majority of Christians 
everywhere (except at Rome and Alex andria 
which were more corrupt) steadfastly wor-
shiped God on the Bible Sabbath (although 
some began to also keep Sunday to pacify 
the Roman church leaders).

“Although almost all churches throughout 
the world celebrate the sacred mysteries on 
the Sabbath every week, yet the Christians of 
Alexandria and at Rome, on account of some 
ancient tradition, have ceased to do this.”—
Socrates, Eccles iastical History, Book 5, 
chap. 22 “The people of Constantinople, 
and almost everywhere, assemble together 
on the Sabbath, as well as on the first day of 
the week, which custom is never observed at 
Rome or at Alexandria.”—Sozomen, Eccle-
siastical History, vii, 19, in Select Library of 
Nicene and Post­Nicene Fathers, 2nd series, 
Vol. II, p. 390.

Don’t let anyone tell you that Christ and 
the apostles kept Sunday holy. They did 
not. And don’t let anyone tell you that most 
Christians kept Sunday within a century or 
two after the Bible was finished. They did 
not. The great majority of Christians were 
still keeping the Seventh­day Sabbath holy 
unto God—as late as the Fifth Century (A.D. 
400­499). It was only by letting the streets 
flow with blood, that the apostate church of 
Rome, was able to turn the City of the Sun 
into an empire of the Sun.

But now, we need to go back in history—to 
a time be fore this corrupted Christianity—to 
a holocaust that Jesus said would take place.

The forgoTTen Prayer
His disciples, seated around Him, re-

marked on the immense stones that formed 
the foundation of the Temple. Josephus, a 
contemporary Jewish writer of that time, 
tells us that the Temple was made of mas-
sive blocks of Stone that were forty­two 
feet in length.

But, at that moment, they were numbed to 
the silence of utter shock as they heard Him 
say, “See ye not all these things? Verily I say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down.” Matthew 24:2.

Slowly recovering from their amazement, 
His disciples pled with Him to tell them 
when this would happen—and to explain 
the rest of world history down to the end of 
time. “TelI us, when shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?” Matthew 24:3.

The reply of Jesus fills chapter 24 of the 
book of Matthew. It contains warnings—se-
rious warnings. It has information we need 
as we face the future. And it also contains 
help—precious help for souls trying to 
stay close to Jesus in these times that try 
men’s souls.

All through history, crises have come to 
the people of God. In verses 15 through 20, 
Jesus describes what to do when the crisis 
comes and we must flee.

And, then, in verse 20, He gives us the 
prayer to keep sending up—in all coming 
ages till He returns to earth for His own:

“But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”—Mat-
thew 24:20.

And then, speaking specifically about the 
final crisis, just before His return, He gives 
still further counsel in verses 21 and 22.

During His earthly life, Jesus had contin-
ually given an example of obedience to the 
Moral Law of the Ten Commandments. And 
He told His disciples to obey it also.

“Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil [teleos, provide a full 
example of obedience to it]. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law.”—Matthew 5:17­18.

And then Christ added:
“Whosoever therefore shall break one of 

these least commandments, and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 
and teach them, the same shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.”—Matthew 5:19. 

And then having taught His followers how 
to live godly lives, He was crucified. At His 
death the disciples faithfully observed the 
Bible Sabbath—the Seventh­day Sabbath, 
and then came back on the first work day 
of the week—the first day—to anoint His 
body, since they had not had time on Fri day 
to do it. (Read Luke 23:50­24:4; Matthew 
27:55­28:2; Mark 15:42­16:9.)

And they continued to keep it later during 
their mission ary work (Acts 13:14­16, 40­
46; 16:12­15; 17:1­4). They declared that 
we ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 

5:29), and Paul could sincerely say of him-
self and his fellow believers: “Do we then 
make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law” (Romans 3:31).

And all through those years the prayer 
that Jesus gave them was sent up by humble 
believers in the Word of God. Christ’s fol-
lowers prayed for help and strength to obey 
God and keep His Sabbath in spite of what 
might happen. And over and over again that 
prayer was answered.

Then came the first great crisis—the 
very first great crisis that Jesus warned in 
Matthew 24 was soon to come—the crisis 
of the siege and destruction of Jerusalem 
and its Temple.

Thirty­five years after it had been pre-
dicted, the storm suddenly broke with a 
fury unimaginable. In the hills of Samaria 
and in the byways of Galilee, where Jesus 
had walked and talked with His disciples, 
men by the thousands perished by the sword 
and engines of war. One by one the Jewish 
strongholds were reduced to smoking ruins. 
Even the lake that Jesus once ordered to be 
still of storms became, during the battle for 
Taricheae, bloody from the dead and dying.

But, all through this time, men and women 
of God were praying the prayer that Jesus 
had given them.

The beginning of the end came to Jerusa-
lem in August of A.D. 66. For the next four 
years Jerusalem was to know no peace as 
Jew fought Jew or Roman, within and with-
out its walls. But the Christians continued to 
pray as Jesus had di rected them to do.

Then came the day that a Roman regiment 
was cornered in Jerusalem and massacred, 
and Cestius Gallus, Roman legate of Syria, 
marched southward at the head of 30,000 
troops. Burning Joppa and subduing Galilee 
and the coasts, he headed for Jerusalem. 
The siege of the capital city began, and the 
moderates within the walls were on the verge 
of handing the city over to him,—when 
a strange thing happened: The Roman 
general, Cestius, suddenly retreated from 
the city, for no reason. This unexplainable 
withdrawal encouraged the Jews to rush 
out of the city after them, and to attack the 
retreating Roman forces so severely that 
history tells us only the coming of nightfall 
saved the Romans from annihilation. The 
Jews captured Cestius’ siege engines and 
killed 5,300 Roman foot soldiers and 380 
horsemen. Running and singing,” the Jews 
returned to their metropolis, ignorant of the 
terrible ordeal that awaited them before the 
next three years would be con cluded.

Jesus had promised His disciples that they 
would know when to safely flee. And the 
promise was fulfilled.

Christ had told them:
“But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
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winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”—Mat-
thew 24:20.

Praying the prayer given them thirty­six 
and a half years before, the chil dren of God 
pled with Him to protect them and help 
them to escape—and not to do it on the holy 
Sabbath day.

When Cestius suddenly retreated, and the 
Jews sallied forth after him,—the Christians 
knew that the time had come. The entire 
countryside was empty of warriors; all were 
engaged in the battle taking place north of 
Jerusalem. Immediately, every Christian 
left Judea and fled to Pella, in the land of 
Perea, east of the Jordan River. In answer 
to prayer, God had sent help. The flight was 
not on the Sabbath, and it was made safely. 
We are told that no Christians perished in 
the later destruction of Jerusalem. The date 
was October of A.D. 67. It was the twelfth 
year of Nero’s reign.

In August A.D. 70, the city of Jerusalem 
was destroyed. All this happened because the 
chosen people of God would not obey the 
Ten Commandments and live godly lives. 
And so the God of heaven had to separate 
from them and call those who would hear 
to come and obey Him. Jerusalem and its 
Temple were destroyed, just as Christ pre-
dicted nearly forty years before, because a 
nation would not submit their ways to the 
Word of God.

But that prayer of Jesus has yet to meet its 
climax. We are still living in a terrible world; 
every day it becomes more terrible. And 
today we must pray that prayer—that Jesus 
will protect us in the days ahead and that we 
will be enabled to keep His Sabbath—the 
Bible Sabbath—on the Seventh day of 
every week. We know, from historians and 
astronomers, that this weekly cycle has never 
changed down through the ages. The Seventh 
day of the week today—is the same day that 
Jesus kept as the Bible Sabbath when He was 
here on earth 2,000 years ago.

And that prayer is for us today. For cen-
turies men have forgotten it. The Church, of 
Rome, has been quite successful in blotting 
out the observance of the Seventh­day 
Sabbath from many minds. And yet God 
has not changed, and His Sabbath has not 
changed. In Genesis 2:1­3 God gave the 
Seventh­day Sabbath to mankind when He 
first created our world. Indeed, we are to 
keep it in honor of His creative power. In 
Exodus 20:8­11, He included it as the fourth 
of the Ten Commandments. 

Nowhere in Scripture did God declare 
that He has changed the sanctity of the 
Seventh­day Sabbath to Sunday, the first day 
of the week. We cannot obey God’s Sabbath 
requirement by keeping a different day than 
the one He specified in His Word.

Although many have forgotten that prayer 

that Jesus gave us in Matthew 24:20, it is 
time for men and women to come back to 
it. Their own eternal safety depends upon it.

Will you and I—just now—begin pray-
ing that prayer again? Here is more of this 
complete warning that Jesus gave us about 
the future:

“And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, 
the disciples came unto Him privately say-
ing, Tell us, when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of 
the end of the world?

“And Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 
For many shall come in My name, saying, 
I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And 
ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars 
. . For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall 
be fam ines, and pestilence, and earthquakes, 
in divers [various] places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.

“Then shall they deliver you up to be 
afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for My name’s sake. And 
then shall many be offended, and shall betray 
one another, and shall hate one another. And 
many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many. And because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 
But he that shall endure unto the end shall 
be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the 
end come . .

“But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the Sabbath day. For then 
shall be great tribulation such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this time 
no, nor ever shall be. And except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days 
shall be shortened . .

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And He shall send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together His elect from the 
four winds.”—Matthew 24:30, 31.

It is clear that Jesus was predicting the fu-
ture all the way down to His Second Advent. 
We were to keep the Sabbath all through 
those long ages. And we are to keep it today.

Men are embarrassed because of the real 
reason that the Protestant churches keep the 
first day of the week holy. The real reason 
is because Constantine, in counsel with the 
church leaders at Rome, tried to change the 
Sabbath to Sunday in A.D. 321. That which 
Con stan tine and apostate church leaders 
tried to do—came 290 year after the death 
of Christ on Calvary, and 226 years after the 

last book in the Bible was finished.
Sunday sacredness is simply not in the 

Bible—anywhere. It does no good to say 
that we know that the Sabbath has been 
changed to Sunday because the disciples ate 
a meal that day. And it does no good to say 
that we should keep Sunday instead of the 
Bible Sabbath “in honor of the resurrection 
of Jesus.” The truth is that we are to do what 
God tells us in the Bible to do—not what we 
imagine we would like to do.

BirTh of The World
God made this beautiful world in six literal 

days, and at its close He gave mankind the 
Seventh­day Sabbath. Wisely, He knew that 
if we were to forget Him and His Creator-
ship, we would turn this world into a terrible 
place in which to live.

Why is it so important that we remember 
our Creator?—Because it is our Creator, 
alone, who is to be worshiped. Only the One 
who made us is our God; only He is to be 
bowed down before and given our heart’s 
deepest devotion.

Never underestimate the Bible Sabbath. 
You need it and everyone else does also. A 
people that knowingly leave the Sabbath will 
begin living for themselves. All true worship 
of God is based on Sabbathkeeping.

On the Sixth Day of Creation Week, God 
made the land animals and man. 

After this, on the Seventh day, He rested 
as an example to us. Then He blessed that 
last day in the first week—and hallowed, or 
dedicated, it for mankind to sacredly observe 
thereafter.

“And God blessed the Seventh day, and 
sanctified it: because that in it He had rested 
from all His work which God created and 
made.”—Genesis 2:1­3.

This is God’s own day—the day of the 
Lord—the Lord’s Day—given to mankind 
to worship Him upon.

We have just learned that Jesus Christ 
created all things (Col 1:16; Jn 1:3; Heb 
1:1­3). Jesus calls Himself the Lord of the 
Sabbath (Matt 12:8; Mk 2:28). It is His day: 
the Lord’s Day. He calls it My holy day” in 
Isaiah 58:13. That is why the Apostle John 
later called it “the Lord’s day” (Rev. 1:10). 
That was the phrase he used to describe the 
sweet holy Sabbath day.

Christ not only wants us to keep the Sab-
bath ourselves,—but He wants us to restore 
it in the hearts and lives of those around us 
who may have forgotten it:

“And they that shall be of thee shall build 
the old waste places. Thou shalt raise up the 
foundations of many genera tions; and thou 
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, 
The restorer of paths to dwell in.

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sab-
bath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a de light, then 

shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”—Isaiah 
58:12­14.

Jesus made the Seventh­day Sabbath for 
man—all man kind—2,000 years before the 
first Jew, Abraham, was born. the Son of 
man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”—Mark 
2:27­28.

A full 2,500 years after this world was 
created and the Bible Sabbath was first given 
to mankind—the Moral Law of God was 
written down for the first time.

Some people think that there was no 
moral code for people before it was written 
down on Mount Sinai. But this is not true. 
If there were no Ten Commandments before 
that time, then it would have been all right 
for Cain to kill Abel. But it is clear, from 
Genesis 4, that it was not right for him to 
do this. Can you imagine a parent bringing 
a child into the world—and then raising him 
without teaching him any moral standards? It 
would not be a very good parent who would 
do such a thing. And our Father, the God of 
heaven, is a good parent. 

We can know that He immediately 
explained the prin ciples of morality to 
Adam and Eve. And then, 2,500 years after 
giving them the Seventh­day Sabbath, He 
wrote it on the most enduring thing in the 
world—rock.

To meeT The King
The Creator of the universe miraculously 

led His people, the Israelites, out of Egypt in 
order that they might serve Him. They were 
to learn His will and declare it to all nations 
on the face of the earth.

And so it was that He brought them to 
the great plain in front of Jebel Musa—the 
Mountain of Moses—that they might learn 
the Divine Will and do it, and teach it to all 
about them in the years ahead—until the 
whole world could know the truth that, amid 
all the false gods, there is a true God. And 
that all the world might know that He has a 
Moral Law of Ten Com mandments—and 
all men everywhere must, in His strength, 
obey that Law.

Arriving at the mountain (also called 
Mount Sinai or Horeb), they spread their 
tents in the valley beneath its mas sive granite 
walls, and quietly awaited the next revealing 
of the will of God for them.

They had come to meet with the King 
over all kings.

“On the morning of the third day [after 
arriving at the mount], as the eyes of all 
the people were turned toward the mount, 
its summit was covered with a thick cloud, 
which grew more black and dense, sweeping 
downward until the entire mountain was 
wrapped in darkness and awful mystery. 
Then a sound as of a trumpet was heard, 
summoning the people to meet with God; 
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and Moses led them forth to the base of 
the mountain.

“From the thick darkness flashed vivid 
lightnings, while peals of thunder echoed 
and re­echo ed among the surrounding 
heights. ‘And Mount Sinai was altogether on 
a smoke, because the Lord descended upon 
it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly.’ ‘The glory of the Lord was 
like devouring fire on the top of the mount’ 
in the sight of the assembled mul titude. And 
‘the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder’. . And now the 
thunders ceased; the trumpet was no longer 
heard; the earth was still. There was a period 
of solemn silence—and then the Voice of 
God was heard.

“Speaking out of the thick darkness that 
enshrouded Him, as He stood upon the 
mount, surrounded by a retinue of angels, 
the Lord made known His Law.”—Patri archs 
and Prophets, 304.

On what other occasion, later in the Old 
Testament, did the God of heaven give such 
a massive display of power and glory to a 
group of people? He never did. On what 
occasion, in the New Testament or afterward, 
down to our own time, has He so far done 
so? At no time.

And why did He do it then?—Because 
He wanted all men everywhere to know—
either in person or from reading the writ-
ten record—that the Moral Law of Ten 
Commandments should be one of the most 
important things in their lives. It should lie at 
the foundation of all their religion. It should 
guide and direct all their secular duties.

The twin truths that we can, and must, 
obey God—and that we can and must do it 
only through the grace of Jesus Christ—lies 
at the heart of all holy Scripture. “Trust and 
obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy 
in Jesus, but to trust and obey” is the basis 
of Christian experience. And it is your pass-
port to heaven. For God will take no one to 
heaven, who, on earth, was determined to 
live in sin and disobey His Law.

Here is the great Moral Code for mankind. 
Every part of it is perfect; for it was given to 
us by our Creator:

—————
“AND GOD SPAKE ALL THESE 

WORDS, SAYING:
1 ­“I am the Lord thy God, which have 

brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage.

2 ­“Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me.

3 ­“Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: For I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate Me. And 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love Me, and keep My commandments.

3 ­“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.

4 ­ “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work. But the Seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord the God: in it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates.

“For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the Seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.

5 ­ “Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee.

6 ­ “Thou shalt not kill.
7 ­ “Thou shalt not commit adultery.
8 ­ “Thou shalt not steal.
9 ­ “Thou shalt not bear false witness.
10 ­ “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 

house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidser-
vant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour’s.”—Exodus 20:1­17.

—————
On Mount Sinai, the God of heaven 

spoke the Ten Com mandments and then 
wrote them on rock, as His Moral Law for 
mankind. Rock is the most enduring thing in 
the world. And God’s Law, written on rock, 
will endure as long as the boulders of the 
mighty mountains around us. 

“His command ments . . stand fast forev-
er.”—Psalm 111:7­8.

But His Law is not only to be placed on 
rock. It is also to be written in our hearts—as 
we obey it!

“I will put My Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye 
shall keep My judgments, and do them.”—
Ezekiel 36:27.

“I will put My law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts.”—Jeremiah 
31:33.

“For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, 
saith the Lord; I will put My laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I 
will be to them a God, and they shall be to 
Me a people.”—Hebrews 8:10.

The Seventh­day Sabbath is the sign that 
He is our Creator and Redeemer:

“Keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sab-
bath. . for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign 
between Me and the chil dren of Israel forev-

er: for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the Seventh day He rested, and 
was re freshed.”—Exodus 31:16­17.

“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it 
is a sign be tween Me and you throughout 
your generations; that ye may know that I 
am the Lord that doth sanctify you.”—Ex-
odus 31:13.

“Moreover also I gave them My Sabbaths, 
to be a sign be tween Me and them, that they 
might know that I am the Lord that sanctify 
them.”—Ezekiel 20:12.

“And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall 
be a sign be tween Me and you, that ye may 
know that I am the Lord your God.”—Eze-
kiel 20:20.

Thus we see that the keeping of the Sev-
enth­day Sab bath is a sign that He is our 
Creator (Ex 31:17), our Redeemer (Ezek 
20:12), that we belong to Him (Ezek 20:20). 
and that He is sanctifying us (Ex 31:13).

We cannot know our duty toward our God 
unless we find it in the Bible. It is not a matter 
of what others around us do. It is a matter of 
what is written in the archives.

The story of the guarded rosebush will 
help you understand this.

oPening The arChives
“Captain, what is this man guarding?”
The captain answered, “All I know is 

that the regula tions call for a sentry to be 
posted here.”

The chronicles showed that a hundred 
years before, in the late eighteenth century, 
Catherine the Great, queen of the Russians, 
had planted a rosebush on that plot of ground. 

Eventually the rosebush died, but nobody 
thought to cancel the order, especially since 
it had been issued by such an important 
person.

And for a hundred years men stood guard 
over a spot where a rosebush once had 
grown—and didn’t know what they were 
guarding.

Men today are carefully guarding Sunday. 

They rest on that day; they attend weekly 
church services on that day. Many do it 
because they think that God commanded it.

But it is not until we open the archives of 
God’s Word that we can see the truth of the 
matter. There is no Sunday sacredness in the 
Bible. There is no command there to keep 
it holy. There was no changing of Sabbath 
to Sunday, by the God of heaven, in those 
hallowed pages.

Opening the archives of history, we learn 
that Sundaykeeping, like a little rosebush, 
was—indeed—planted in the Christian 
Church, but not by the Lord. It happened 
over two hundred years after the Bible was 
finished, and the last Bible writer was dead.

God has a beautiful plan for your life. He 
is part of that plan, and you are in it too. He 
asks us to come apart and rest with Him on 
His holy day, that we may deepen our hold 
on Him. “He that abideth in Me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
with out Me ye can do nothing.”—John 15:5.

The Sabbath is something special that has 
come down to us—all the way from Para-
dise. It is worth finding. It is worth keeping 
for the remainder of our lives.

God intended that the Sabbath would be 
something that He and His earthly children 
would keep together through all time to 
come. And so the Lord declared the Sab-
bath to be a “perpetual covenant” (Exodus 
31:16­17). His faithful ones will honor the 
Sabbath, throughout all eternity to come, in 
the new earth:

“For as the new heavens and the new 
earth, which I will make, shall remain before 
Me, from one Sabbath to another, shall all 
flesh come to worship before Me, saith the 
Lord.”—lsaiah 66:22­23.

How long is eternity? It will have to be 
experienced to be realized. And the Sabbath 
will be part of that experience. In a very spe-
cial sense, the Bible Sabbath is an important 
link, uniting you with God. Don’t run from 
this beautiful truth, but accept it. For it will 
draw you nearer to your Creator. (Ex 31:13, 
17; Ezek 20:12, 20). True Sabbathkeeping 
is a link that will hold men true to their 
God—if, by faith in Christ, they will always 
sincerely keep it. Worshiping God on His 
holy day will draw us nearer to Him all 
through the week.

Jesus Christ was born into this world just 
before the be ginning of the Christian Era. 
He grew up and was baptized in A.D. 27, 
and then began His three­and­a­half year 
ministry. 

While here on earth, Jesus gave us a 
careful example of obedience in keeping 
holy the Sabbath day He had earlier given 
to mankind.

“And He came to Nazareth, where He had 
been brought up: and, as His custom was, 
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He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and stood up for to read.”—Luke 4:16.

His custom should be ours; for He is our 
Example. “He that saith he abideth in Him 
ought himself also so to walk, even as He 
walked.”—1 John 2:6.

“Leaving us an ex ample, that ye should 
follow His steps.”—1 Peter 2:21.

“1 have kept My Father’s commandments, 
and abide in His love.”—John 15:10.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments.”—1 John 5:3.

During His earthly life, Jesus had contin-
ually given an example of obedience to the 
Moral Law of Ten Command ments. 

And He told His disciples to obey it also.
“Think not that I am come to destroy 

the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least…Matthew 5:17­19.

The Greek word for “fulfill” in the above 
passage (pleroo) means “to give a perfect 
example,” or “to make full,”—just as in the 
following verse:

“These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full.”—John 15:11 (and John 
16:24; Phil. 2;2).

The same Greek word is there also. It does 
not mean that your joy may be destroyed 
(katalusai), but that your joy may be made 
even more full, rich, and deep (pleroo).

Pleroo is also found in Colossians 1:25 
(“preach fully”), and 2 Corinthians 10:6 
(“obey fully”).

Just as Jesus has not changed, neither 
has His Law changed. There has been no 
restructuring, by our heavenly Father, of 
the moral principles that govern mankind 
since the Creation of this world. Morality 
has not changed, He also rebuked man­made 
attempts to change His laws.

“But in vain they do worship Me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men.”—
Matthew 15:9.

“Thus have ye made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition.”—
Matthew 15:6.

“Why do ye also transgress the command-
ment of God by your tradition?”—Matthew 
15:3.

Throughout His life, Christ did as Scrip-
ture predicted He would do: He magnified 
the Law and made it honorable.

“The Lord is well pleased for His righ-
teousness’ sake; He will magnify the Law, 
and make it honourable.”—lsaiah 42:21.

“Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume 
of the book it is written of Me: I delight to 

do Thy will, O My God; yea, The law is 
within My heart.”—Psalm 40:7­8 (compare 
Hebrews 10:5, 7).

And He did this in the sight of a generation 
like all the others in history—crooked and 
perverse and stubbornly rebellious at the 
thought of obeying God.

Christ also taught that His true followers 
will obey the Law of God, just as He was 
doing:

“Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of My Father which 
is in heaven.”—Matthew 7:21.

“Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least com mandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever 
shall do and teach them, the same shall I be 
called great in the kingdom of hea ven.”—
Matthew 5:19.

“Good Master. what good thing shall I do, 
that I may have eternal life? And He said 
unto him . . If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments.”—Matthew 19:16­17.

And yet we fully realize that we are 
incapable of render ing this obedience to 
God apart from the enabling grace of Christ.

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in Me, and 1 in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for with out Me ye 
can do nothing.”—John 15:5.

In an earlier chapter (“The Forgotten 
Prayer”) we have seen how Jesus command-
ed His followers to continue to observe the 
only Bible Sabbath to be found anywhere 
in holy Scripture,—and to keep doing it 
decades and centuries after His crucifixion 
(Matt 24:20). And this is very significant. 
There are so many people today who will 
solemnly tell you that the Sabbath ended 
at Calvary, and God did not want anyone 
to keep it afterward. If you then mention 
that the Sabbath is the Fourth of the Ten 
Commandments, they will dare to reply that 
God got rid of all ten of the commandments 
at the cross!

Astounded, you then inquire, “Is there 
then no moral standard to govern the conduct 
of a Christian today?” And yet some will re-
ply: “There is no moral standard whatsoever. 
Jesus got rid of the law, and we no longer 
need to obey it. Love has taken the place of 
obedience to the Moral Law.

One wonders how such a view can be 
called Christian”! According to this theory, 
people before the crucifixion had to obey the 
Ten Commandments and not live in sin; but 
God sent His Son to earth, so that men could 
henceforth live in sin and be saved in sin. 
Such an error is not to be found in Scripture.

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His 
people FROM their sins.”—Matthew 1:21.

Here are some of the things that God said 
about His Moral Law and the importance of 
our obeying it:

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep His command-
ments, for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.”—Ecclesiastes 
12:13­14.

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth 
also the Law: for sin is the transgression of 
the Law.”—1 John 3:4.

“For by the Law is the knowledge of 
sin.”—Romans 3:20.

“For the wages of sin is death.”—Ro-
mans 6:23. 

“What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? 
God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but 
by the Law: for I had not known lust, except 
the Law had said, Thou shalt not covet.”—
Romans 7:7.

“Do we then make void the Law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
Law.”—Romans 3:31.

“For whosoever shall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all. For He that said, Do not commit adultery, 
said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become 
a transgressor of the Law.”—James 2:10­11.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments: and His command-
ments are not grievous.”—1 John 5:3.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom: a good understanding have all 
they that do His commandments.”—Psalm 
111:10.

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat 
the good of the land.”—Isaiah 1:19.

“Great peace have they which love Thy 
Law: and nothing shall offend them.”—
Psalm 119:165.

“O that thou hadst hearkened to My 
commandments! then had thy peace been as 
a river, and thy righteousness as the waves 
of the sea.”—Isaiah 48:18.

“For not the hearers of the Law are just 
before God, but the doers of the Law shall 
be justified.”—Romans 2:13.

“But whoso looketh into the perfect 
Law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed.”—James 1:25.

“By this we know that we love the chil-
dren of God, when we love God, and keep 
His commandments.”—1 John 5:2.

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are 
they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus.”—Revelation 14:12.

It is the Ten Commandment Law of God 
that the saints will keep. When asked “which 
Law?” Jesus replied by naming several of 

the Ten Commandments (Matthew 19:17­
19). And the Apostle James did likewise 
(James 2:10­12).

Men today claim that there has been no 
Law since the death of Christ. But the Bible 
teaches that where there is no Law, there is 
no sin! Indeed, without the Law to identify 
sin, we cannot know what sin is. Apart from 
the presence of the Law, sin does not exist.

“Where no Law is, there is no transgres-
sion.”—Romans 4:15.

“Sin is not imputed when there is no 
Law.”—Romans 5:13.

“For by the Law is the knowledge of 
sin.”—Romans 3:20.

“I had not known sin, but by the Law.”—
Romans 7:7.

“Whosoever committeth sin transgress eth 
also the Law: for sin IS the transgression of 
the Law.”—1 John 3:4.

The only thing abolished at the cross was 
the ceremonial law, contained in ordinanc-
es. These were the sacrificial laws. After 
Christ’s death, it was no longer necessary 
to sacrifice lambs at the Temple; for Christ, 
our Lamb, had died. —But, after the death 
of Christ, we were still obligated to keep 
the Moral Law.

Daniel 9:26­27 predicted that, at His 
death, Christ would “cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease.” And the Apostle Paul 
tells us that this is exactly what happened. 
When Christ died, the ceremonial ordinances 
were blotted out. The sacrifi cial services in 
the Temple no longer had meaning in the 
eyes of God.

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinanc-
es that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to His cross.”—Colossians 2:14.

“Having abol ished in His flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances…”Ephesians 2:15­16.

A leading Protestant writer, Dr. Albert 
Barnes, in commenting on Colossians 2:16, 
said this:

“But the use of the term [“sabbaths”] in 
the plural number, and the connection, show 
that he [Paul] had his eye on a great number 
of days which were observed by the Hebrews 
as festivals, as a part of their ceremonial and 
typical law,—and not the Moral Law, or the 
Ten Commandments. No part of the Moral 
Law—no one of the Ten Commandments—
could be spoken of as ‘a shadow of things to 
come.’ ”—Dr. Albert Barnes, Commentary 
on Colossians 2:16.

The “shadow laws” were the ones that 
foreshadowed the coming of Christ: the 
slaying of lambs and goats, the keeping of 
the yearly Passover, etc. All these ceremonial 
laws were taken away by the death of Christ.

“For the[sacrificial] law, having a shad-
ow of good things to come…For it is not 
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possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sins.”—Hebrews 10:1­4.

And these sacrificial laws included 
yearly holy days, or yearly “sabbaths.” The 
weekly Sabbath was given to man kind at 
the foundation of the world and is Fourth 
of the Ten Commandments. But the yearly 
sabbaths were gatherings for special sacrifi-
cial services, and foreshadowed the death of 
Christ. At these services there were special 
“meat offerings” and “drink offerings.” A 
list of these yearly sabbaths will be found in 
Leviticus 23:4­44. The weekly Seventh­day 
Sabbath is called “the Sabbath” in the Bible, 
but the yearly sabbaths are easily identified: 
When mentioned together, an “s” is added: 
They were the “sabbaths” or “sabbath 
days.” All these yearly gatherings were also 
abolished at the cross. Paul calls them (and 
their meat and drink offerings) a “shadow.”

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days; which 
are a shadow of things to come; but the body 
is of Christ.”—Colossians 2:16­17.

“For the law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of 
the things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect.”—He-
brews 10:1.

This is because the meaning of the Temple 
services ended when Christ died. At that 
moment a hand reached from heaven and 
tore the veil of the Temple in two, thus 
dese crating it and destroying its significance:

“Jesus, when He had cried again with a 
loud voice, yielded up the ghost [died]—
And, behold, the veil of the Temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom.”—Mat­
thew 27:50­51.

“Then said I [Christ], Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the book it is written of Me,) to 
do Thy will, O God . . Sacrifice and offering 
and burnt offerings and offering for sin Thou 
wouldest not, He taketh away the first, that 
He may establish the second.”—Hebrews 
10:7­9.

The shadow laws and ceremonies were 
taken away by the death of Christ, that He 
might solidly establish, by His death, the 
principle that man must obey God’s moral 
law—and through the merits of Christ can 
be empowered to do it!

If we will cling to Him, He will enable us 
to stop sinning and live clean, godly lives. 
He will take away our sins.

We come to Him in repentance for our 
sinful past, and we are “justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). And then we 
are to begin a walk with Christ and a life 
in Christ. We choose Him in place of our 
former sinful ways.

“What shall we say then? Shall we con-
tinue in sin, that grace may abound? God 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?”—Romans 6:1­2.

“If ye keep My commandments, ye shall 
abide in My love,” Jesus tells us—John 15:10.

The case is clear. We are opening the 
archives of Scrip ture and the archives of 
history—and both reveal the truth about the 
Bible Sabbath and Sunday.

The Seventh­day Sabbath is the only 
weekly holy day that the God of heaven ever 
gave to mankind. And Sunday is not that day.

In the next chapter are the facts, from the 
Bible, about the first day of the week.

iT never Was
Can a person change his birthday from 

the day of the year on which he was born 
to another day?

“Impossible,” you say. And you would 
be right.

Christ never changes, and He is the One 
who created this world out of nothing in 
the first place.

The Seventh­day Sabbath proves that the 
Creator is the one whom we are to worship. 
The Sabbath is the mark of His creative 
power and authority. 

Stop and think about it a minute: The 
Seventh­day Sabbath, given by God to 
commemorate the Creation of this world, 
could not be changed—except by going 
back and changing Creation! The Creation 
Week, recorded in Genesis 1, would have 
to be redone. God would have to blot out 
this world and all its inhabi tants and start 
all over again. 

Once our world has been created men 
may try to deny those facts, but they cannot 
change them; the earth and all in it was 
created in six days, and then God rested 
the Seventh, and hallowed and sanctified it.

The Bible Sabbath is not just some foolish 
little regulation that mortal man can change 
whenever he wishes to. It is the great Sign-
post pointing all mankind to the worship 
of the only true God—the Creator God. 
Creation Week would have to be redone 
in order to change the Sabbath. Here are 
statements by two prominent Protestants 
who recognized this fact:

“The reason for which the [Sabbath] 
command was originally given,—namely, 
as a memorial of God’s having rested 
from the Creation of the world,—cannot 
be transferred from the Seventh day to the 
first; nor can any new motive be sub stituted 
in its place, whether the resurrection of our 
Lord or any other,—without the sanction of 
a divine command [in Scripture] . .

“For if we, who are under the gospel, are 
to regulate the time of our public worship 
by the prescriptions of the Decalogue,—it 
will be far safer to observe the Seventh day, 

according to the express commandment of 
God, than on the authority of mere human 
conjecture to adopt the first [day of the 
week].”—John Milton, A Posthumous 
Treatise on the Christian Doc trine, Book 2, 
chap. 7 (John Milton [1608­1674] was the 
most famous English poet of literature and 
the author of “Paradise Lost”). 

“If it [the Ten Commandments] yet exists, 
let us ob serve it . . And if it does not exist, 
let us abandon a mock ob servance of another 
day for it. ‘But,’ say some, ‘it was changed 
from the Seventh to the first day.’ Where? 
when? and by whom?—No, it never was 
changed, nor could be, unless creation was 
to be gone through again. For the reason 
assigned [in Genesis 2:1­3] it must be 
changed before the observance, in respect 
to the reason, can be changed.

“It is all old wives’ fables to talk of the 
change of the Sabbath from the Seventh to 
the first day. If it be changed, it was that au-
gust personage who changes times and laws 
[Dan 7:25] ex officio. l think his name is ‘Dr. 
Anti christ.’ ”—Alexander Campbell, “The 
Christian Baptist,” Feb ruary 2, 1824, Vol. 1, 
No. 7. (Campbell [1788­1866] was an Irish 
Protestant who founded, in America, the de-
nomination known as the Disciples of Christ.)

People can talk all they want about 
honoring Christ’s resurrection by going to 
church on Sunday morning and then taking 
the rest of the day off as a holiday. But, by 
working, on the Seventh day—the day be-
fore Sunday,—they have broken the Fourth 
Commandment. It is as simple as that. Will 
we obey God’s words, or will we follow our 
own opinions? We have learned that people 
today only keep Sunday because Christian 
apostates at Alexandria and Rome wanted 
the favor of the Sun worshipers more than 
the favor of God.

In fact, when a person knows that the 
Bible only commands the keeping of the 
Seventh­day Sabbath,—and he worships 
on Sunday instead,—that by itself is a vio-
lation of the Fourth Commandment! While 
rejecting God’s law, he is choosing to obey 
man’s law!

Here then is the question: Are we told 
anywhere, in the New Testament, that we 
should keep Sunday holy? Is there even one 
text in all of Scripture that officially changes 
God’s holy Sabbath from the Seventh day to 
the first day? 

There is not one text, not one anywhere 
in the Bible that commands us to do such 
a thing.

Sunday is never called sacred or holy 
anywhere in the Bible. It is never called the 
Sabbath or the Lord’s Day. 

Sun day is only mentioned nine times in 
the entire Bible. The first time is Genesis 
1:5, where the first day of Creation Week 

is spoken of. No Sunday sacredness here. 
It is just one of the six working days of 
Creation Week.

The next five times refer to Jesus’ appear-
ances on Sun day to His disciples after His 
rest in the tomb on the Bible Sabbath (Matt 
28:1; Mk 16:1­2, 9; Lk 24:1; Jn 20:1, 19). 
Jesus found His disciples and told them the 
good news, that He was alive. But there is 
nothing here about Sunday holiness.

Here are the eight texts in the New Testa-
ment that mention the first day of the week:

Matthew 28:1 is the first text in the New 
Testament. Here we see that the Sabbath 
ends before the first day of the week be-
gins—and that is all that this passage tells 
us. Matthew wrote his record several years 
after the resurrection of Christ.

Mark 16:1­2 is the second first­day text, 
and Mark 16:9 is the third; we here learn 
that the Sabbath was past before the first 
day began. They are two different days. The 
Seventh­day Sabbath is holy; the other is 
but one of the six working days. Years after 
the resurrection, Mark knew of no first­day 
sacredness.

Luke 24:1 is the fourth one: Nothing 
new here. Luke does point out, in the two 
proceeding verses (Lk 23:55­56), that some 
of Jesus’ most faithful followers “rested on 
the Sabbath day according to the command-
ment” (the Fourth Commandment of Exodus 
20:8­11). In all His years of instruction, Jesus 
had said nothing about Sundaykeeping—or 
we would see His followers faithfully ob-
serving it. But this is not to be found, for 
Sunday sacredness is foreign to Scripture.

John 20:1 is the fifth first­day text in the 
New Testament: Again the same simple 
record of the early morning experience, and 
nothing more.

John 20:19 is the sixth one: As with 
the others, John’s record gives no account 
that Jesus ever mentioned the first day of 
the week. What John does say is that the 
disciples were gathered together “for fear 
of the Jews.” He specifically points out 
that this was not a worship gathering. They 
were simply in hiding, fearful that they too 
would soon be killed as Jesus was. Some 
have suggested that the disciples were 
celebrating Christ’s resurrection. This is 
incorrect because they did not yet believe 
Jesus had risen. They were frightened men 
with a dead Saviour for all they knew. Twice, 
Mark shows that, by that time, they still 
could not or would not believe it (Mk 16:11 
and 16:12­13). Later Christ appeared to 
them (Lk 24:33­37), but had a difficult time 
convincing them that it was He.

Acts 20:7­8 is the seventh text: After 
having spent seven days at Troas, Paul and 
his missionary company held a farewell 
gathering with them that night, which lasted 
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till midnight. The first day of the week (Bible 
time) begins Saturday evening, at sunset, and 
ends Sunday evening, at sunset. Inasmuch as 
this meeting, in Acts 20:7­11, was held on 
the first day of the week and at night, it must 
therefore have been held on what we today 
would call “Saturday night.” For the first 
day of the week, according to the Bible, had 
already begun at sunset on Saturday evening. 
Had it been held on what we call “Sunday 
night,” the meeting would have been held 
on the second day of the week.

“It was the evening which succeeded the 
Jewish Sab bath. On the Sunday morning the 
vessel was about to sail.”—Conybeare and 
Howson, Life and Epistles of the Apostle 
Paul, Vol. 2, p. 206. (This is the most au-
thoritative and complete book on the life of 
the Apostle Paul.)

“The Jews reckoned the day from evening 
to morning, and on that principle the evening 
of the first day of the week would be our 
Saturday evening. If Luke reckoned so here, 
as many commentators suppose, the apostle 
then waited for the expiration of the Jewish 
Sabbath, and held his last farewell meeting 
with the brethren at Troas . . on Saturday 
evening, and consequently resumed his 
journey on Sunday morning.”—Dr. Horatio 
B. Hackett, Commentary on Acts, pp. 221­
222. (Dr. Hackett was Professor of New 
Testament Greek in Rochester Theological 
Seminary.)

After the Saturday night meeting at Troas 
(Acts 20: 7­11), Paul’s company immediate-
ly set to work. They set sail that night. Paul 
preferred to go alone part of the way; so the 
next morning, Sunday morning, he walked 
nineteen miles across a point of land to 
Assos, where his friends took him on board 
ship (Acts 20:11­14).

If Sunday was Paul’s holy day, why 
then did he stay with the brethren at Troas 
seven days, and then leave them on Sunday 
morning in order to walk eighteen­and­a­half 
miles that day. The Bible says, “for so had he 
appointed” to do. That was planning quite a 
bit of work for Sunday.

They had spent seven days at Troas, and 
then on Saturday day night (after the Sabbath 
was past) they had a farewell gathering with 
the believers, “ready to depart on the mor-
row.” What does it mean “to break bread”? 
This is the common Bible expression for 
partaking of food. The disciples broke bread 
daily from house to house (Acts 2:46), and 
they “did eat their meat with gladness” 
(2:46). It should here be men tioned that 
even if they had held an actual communion 
service that night, this would in no way 
make it a holy day. The Lord’s Supper may 
be celebrated on any day (1 Cor 11:26). 
The Lord’s Supper commemorates Christ’s 
death, not His re surrection. “Ye do shew the 

Lord’s death till He come.” Verse 26.
The book of Acts is as silent on first­day 

sanctity as are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.

1 Corinthians 16:1­2 is the eighth and last 
text: It is the final mention of the first day 
of the week in the New Testa ment, and the 
only mention in Paul’s writings. Although 
Paul wrote many, many letters, this is the 
only mention of the first day of the week.

Paul wanted the folk to save aside money 
for the poor folk in Jerusalem. He was an 
evangelist who didn’t like to make calls 
for money in Sabbath services. “That there 
be no gatherings when I come,” is what he 
said. He evidently ob served that if people 
did not systematically lay aside at home, 
on a basis of weekly income,—there would 
have to be a gather ing when he came—not 
only a gathering of money, but gather ings 
of people, also.

“Let every one of you lay by him in store.” 
This plan had no connection with a weekly 
collection at a church service. It was to be 
laid aside at home. This text also teaches 
us to total up our money and work up our 
budgets on the first day of each week; since 
there is not time in the Friday after noon 
(sixth day) preparation to carefully give 
attention to this before the Sabbath begins 
at sunset. Bookkeeping and the keeping of 
accounts is not to be done on the Sabbath.

So there we have it: nine texts where 
Sunday is men tioned in the New Testa-
ment—and no indication of a new holy 
day, much less a direct command, by the 
God of heaven, to ob serve it in place of the 
Seventh­day Sabbath.

Thank God every day of your life for the 
Bible! It is your pathway to Christ and to 
eternal life. Never leave the pathway for 
that which relatives or learned men may 
tell you. If their ideas do not agree with the 
Word of God, you had better stay with the 
plain words of Scripture.

But there are some who will tell you that 
no command to keep Sunday is needed—for 
Revela tion 1:10 proves that we should now 
keep the first day instead of the Seventh day.

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, 
and heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet.”—Revelation 1:10.

First, there is no mention of Sunday in this 
verse, nor in the verses around it.

Second, we can only understand one 
scriptural passage by com paring it with other 
scriptural passages. This is the proper way 
to study the Bible.

John lived with Jesus throughout His 
earthly ministry, and he well­knew the day 
of the Lord. For three years they had kept 
it each week; for Jesus habitually kept the 
Bible Sab bath.

“And as His custom was, He went into the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up 
for to read.”—Luke 4:16.

Later, John tells of an experience he had 
“on the Lord’s day” (Revelation 1:10). This 
beloved disciple had personally heard Jesus 
publically declare that He was “Lord even 
of the Sabbath day” (Matt 12:8; Mk 2:28). 
And John well­knew that God, in the Old 
Testament, repeatedly said that the Seventh 
day was the Sabbath of the Lord. With such 
a back ground of information as this—it is 
inconceivable that this loyal disciple should 
regard another day as the day of His Lord 
and Master—when no other day was ever 
commanded in Scrip ture!

The only day mentioned in the Bible as 
being the Lord’s day is the Seventh day 
of the week—the Bible Sabbath. The ex-
pression, found in Isaiah 58:13, is a good 
example of this:

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sab-
bath, from doing thy pleasure on MY HOLY 
DAY . .” God is here describing the Sabbath.

So then, what day is the “Lord’s day” of 
the Bible? The Bible clearly tells us that the 
Seventh­day is the day of the Lord: 

1 ­ The Bible Sabbath is the day unto the 
Lord (Ex 16:23, 25; 31:15; 35:2).

2 ­ The Bible Sabbath is the day of the 
Lord (Ex 20:10; Lev 23:3; Deut 5:12, 14).

3 ­ The Bible Sabbath is His own day; He 
calls it “My holy day” (Isa 58:13).

4 ­ The Bible Sabbath is the day that Je-
sus called Himself the Lord of (Matt 12:8; 
Mk 2:28).

So it is easy to understand why John 
would speak of it as “the Lord’s day” in 
Revelation 1:10. He surely was not referring 
to Tuesday or Monday, Thursday, or Sunday! 
For these days had no holiness in the weekly 
cycle, and none of them were ever spoken 
of by Jesus or His Father as being a new 
day for worship.

Yes, John knew what day was the Lord’s 
Day. It is the Seventh­day Sabbath: This 
is the day that is the Memorial Day of the 
Creator (Gen 2:1­3; Ex 31:17). This is the 
Memorial Day of the Redeemer (Ezek 
20:12, 20).

This is the Lord’s Day—God’s own day; 
a day He wants to share with you.

To love God and obey Him by the grace 
of Christ—is the most important thing in the 
world. And it is obvious that Satan seeks, in 
every way, to break up this relationship of 
man with his God. There are many evidences 
indicating that we live down at the end of 
time. But a very significant one is the fact 
that most of the religious leaders today 
teach that it is not necessary to obey the Ten 
Commandments.

A great falling away from loyalty to God 
and His Com mandments has taken place 
during the past ages.

—And God predicted that it would 
happen.

fulfilling ProPheCy
It was the year 553 B.C., and a prophet 

of God lay down to sleep. God gave him a 
vision. Daniel had been an elder statesman of 
the empire of Babylon for 51 years.

And then—four terrible animals arose out 
of the sea, one after another, and made their 
way up onto the shore.

As the vision continued, God told Daniel 
that these beasts would be four successive 
world empires that would arise.

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of 
Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the 
dream, and told the sum of the matters.

“Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision 
by night, and, behold, the four winds of the 
heaven strove upon the great sea. And four 
great beasts came up from the sea, diverse 
one from another.”—Daniel 7:1­3.

After a description of each of these 
ferocious beasts, God explained the dream 
to Daniel.

But first, we need to understand more of 
the background of this.

Earlier in the second chapter of the book 
of Daniel, we are told of a sweeping proph-
ecy that extends from Daniel’s time down to 
the Second Advent of Christ. 

Under the symbol of a great metal image 
(Dan 2:31­35), we are shown nation after 
nation that would arise. Beginning with 
Babylon as the head of gold, the ruling 
empire in the time of Daniel (Dan 2:38), we 
are carried on down, through the centuries 
that followed, and shown the major empires 
that would later arise (Medo­Persia, Grecia, 
Rome, and its ten divisions (Dan 2:39­43). 
In the time of the feet and toes—our time—
Christ will return to this earth and take His 
faithful ones to heaven (Dan 2:44­45).

It was about 50 years later that Daniel was 
next given the prophetic vision of Daniel 7 
that closely paralleled that of Daniel 2, while 
adding more information to it.

Now, instead of parts of a metal image, the 
symbol is large beasts (Dan 7:2­3). Under the 
figure of four fierce animals, we are again 
shown Babylon, Medo­Persia, Grecia, and 
Rome (Dan 7:4­7).

But the fourth beast, and the “little horn” 
which grew out of it, especially caught Dan-
iel’s attention. There seemed to be something 
terrible about that little horn power. And we 
therefore find that most of this chapter is 
concerned with this little horn.

“Whom there were three of the first horns 
plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this 
horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things.

“Then I would know the truth of the fourth 
beast, which was diverse from all the others, 
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exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, 
and his nails of brass; which de voured, brake 
in pieces, and stamped the residue with his 
feet; and of the ten horns that were in his 
head, and of the other which came up, and 
before whom three fell; even of that horn that 
had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great 
things, whose look was more stout than his 
fellows.”—Daniel 7:8, 19­20.

There was a very important reason why 
Daniel was so concerned about this little horn 
power which was to arise in the territory of 
the fourth beast: Daniel was shown that this 
terrible organization would seek to destroy 
the people of God and change God’s laws.

“I beheld, and the same little horn made 
war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them; until the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the 
most High; and the time came that the saints 
possessed the kingdom.

“Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be 
the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall 
be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall 
devour the whole earth, and shall tread it 
down, and break it in pieces.

“And the ten horns out of this kingdom 
are ten kings that shall arise: and another 
shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse 
from the first, and he shall subdue three 
kings.”—Daniel 7:21­24.

And then Daniel was told the three evil 
things that this little horn (religio­political 
power) would do, and the length of time it 
would have dominion to do this:

“And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws: And they shall be given into his 
hand until a time and times and the dividing 
of time.”—Daniel 7:25.

Very briefly, let us examine the facts about 
this vicious little horn power that was to 
rule and slay the people of God for so long 
a period of time:

1 ­ This little horn power was to rule the 
earth for 1260 years. A “time and times and 
the dividing of time” (Dan 7:25) is the same 
as the “forty­two months” of Revelation 
11:2, and the “thousand two hundred and 
threescore days” of Revelation 12:6. The 
period of rule of the little horn power is 
referred to in each of these prophecies, 
although under differ ent names. A “day” in 
Bible prophecy equals a year (Num 14:34; 
Ezek 4:6); thus 1260 days is equal to 1260 
years. A “time,” in Bible prophecy is equal 
to a year (Dan 11:13, mar gin, and Revised 
Version); so the “time and times and the 
dividing of time” is equal to one year, two 
years, and half a year, or a total of three and 
a half years. This is the same as 42 months. 
And both are equal to 1260 prophetic days 
or literal years. (A prophetic day is equal 

to 360 days or 12 months of 30 days each.) 
This is the symbolic time of Bible prophecy. 
And, so as it was predicted, the little horn 
power ruled and crushed men’s lives for over 
a thousand years.

2 ­ This little horn power was to arise at a 
certain time in history. It would come up in 
the territory of the fourth beast, pagan Rome, 
at the time that this beast was declining in 
power. Ten “horns” or divisions were coming 
up at that same time: Seven of these were the 
Anglo­Saxons (modern England), the Franks 
(modern France), the Lombards (modern 
Italy), the Alemanni (modern Germany), 
the Bergundians (modern Switzerland), the 
Suevi (modern Portugal), and the Visigoths 
(modern Spain). But the little horn was also 
to uproot three others (the Heruli, Vandals, 
and Ostrogoths) as it was rising to power.

3 ­ This little horn power would be a defi-
nite ruling power. It would be a kingdom as 
the others had been kingdoms before it (Dan 
7:24). It would come up in the territory of 
the fourth beast (pagan Rome), as the others 
did (Dan 7:8). It would arise after the other 
horns had come up and as it was uprooting 
three of them (Dan 7:24). 

Yet, although a kingdom like the others 
preceding it, it would be a strangely different 
kind of kingdom (Dan 7:24). 

It was “diverse” in that it was to be a re-
ligious­political power that would rule over 
nations for long centuries. 

4 ­ This little horn power would have a 
leader at its head; for it would speak through 
the “mouth of man.” This mouth would 
speak great things. 

“And behold in this horn were eyes like 
the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great 
things.”—Daniel 7:8.

This man would defy God as well as the 
nations.

Revelation 13 is a parallel prophecy of 
this strange dominating, destroying power, 
and we are told:

“He opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme His name, and 
His tabernacle, and them that dwell in 
heaven.”—Revelation 13:6.

And this agrees with the description of 
him given in Daniel 7:

“He shall speak great words against the 
most High.”—Daniel 7:25.

This kingdom, of a man, would indeed 
be different—for this man would be guilty 
of blasphemy: He would speak against God 
and even call himself God!

5 ­ This power would try to destroy the 
people of God for not submitting to its 
teachings.

“I beheld, and the same horn made 
war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them.”—Daniel 7:21.

And God said that it would try to blot His 

people from the earth.
“And he shall speak great words against 

the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws.”—Daniel 7:25.

Only Papal Rome answers to the descrip-
tion given in the Inspired Word of God. 
Daniel 7 is parallel with Revelation 12 to 
17. Unveiled before us is the Great Babylon 
of Revelation. It would hunt the people of 
God to the death for over a thou sand years. 

6 ­ But it would also do something else: It 
would try to change the Law of God. It was 
predicted that this little horn power would 
try to “change times and laws” 

“And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws.”—Daniel 7:25.

Here is more information on this:
The Roman Catholic Church tried to 

blot out the Second Commandment, which 
forbade image worship. It then divided the 
Tenth Commandment into two, in order to 
make up the number (“Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor’s house” and “Thou shalt not 
covet thy neigh bor’s wife”). Rome also tried 
to change the Fourth Commandment— so 
that in stead of worshiping God on the day 
He commanded—the Seventh­day of the 
week,—the people were required to come 
to mass on the first day—the Sun day—in-
stead. And those that refused were ruthless ly 
murdered.

We have seen that God predicted, in the 
Bible, that a great desolating power would 
arise that would seek to change His laws and 
destroy His people (Dan 7:8, 20­21, 25; 8:9­
12). The prediction that the little horn power 
would especially seek to change God’s “time 
law” is to be found in Daniel 7:25.

“And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws.”—Daniel 7:25.

Only God can change the Moral Law of 
Ten Com mand  ments; and for anyone to dare 
to make such a change of any of those laws 
would appear to be unthinkable. It would 
require a power that would dare to call itself 
God; for only God can change His Law.

And so the Apostle Paul predicted the 
rise of this man of sin who would call 
himself God.

“Let no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day [the Second Advent of Christ—
verse 1] shall not come, except there come 
a falling away first, and that man of sin be 
re vealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God.”—2 Thessalonians 2:3­4.

With boldness, this power was to arise and 

sit in the temple of God—and call itself God! 
And, as we will learn in the next chapter, it 
would boastfully admit what it had done—
declaring this very act to be the MARK of 
its authority over mankind.

And indeed, is it not so? Any power that 
says it has the authority to change the Law of 
God—must indeed be God!—for only God 
has the authority to change His own laws.

Let us not become confused between God 
and man. We are mortal creatures; He is the 
God of heaven. The Moral Law is the foun-
dation of His government. All His earthly 
creatures must yield to this Law that He has 
given them. None dare dis obey it.

And, of course,—none should dare to 
change it.

You see, it is like this: I acknowledge and 
honor God’s authority when I obey His com-
mands and encourage others to do so. But I 
declare my independence of God when I set 
aside His law and refuse to keep it.

Further, I set myself up as a rival god 
when, having set aside His Law, I establish in 
its place a counterfeit law—and then demand 
that others keep it in place of the Law that 
God com manded!

Here is the word of Scripture:
“To whom ye yield yourselves servants to 

obey, his servants ye are.”—Romans 6:16.
Think about that awhile. If you obey God, 

you are His servant. If you obey man—and 
disobey God in doing it—then you are 
serving man in place of God.

And when you learn that fact—you had 
better do something about it very quickly. 
You had better make some changes—before 
it is too late!

So we see that God’s Word declares that 
obedience to this human god, by keeping his 
counterfeit laws— while knowing that there 
is not one word or hint in all the Bible to ob-
serve such errors—transfers one’s worship 
from the True God, the Creator God, who 
made heaven and earth and the Seventh­day 
Sabbath—to the worship of the man and his 
organ ization who gave us the man­made law.

It is as simple as that. By putting man’s 
changes in place of God’s Ten Command-
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ments, we find ourselves worshiping the 
creature rather than the Creator.

There is nothing quite like this little horn 
power. It has such brazen insolence that it 
dares to try to change the Law of God.

—And then it dares to boast of the fact . . 
repeatedly . . over and over.

They BoasT The faCT
“It is well to remind the Presbyterians, 

Baptists, Methodists, and all other Christians, 
that the Bible does not support them anywhere 
in their observance of Sunday. Sunday is an 
institution of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and those who ob serve the day observe a 
commandment of the Catholic Church.”—
Priest Brady, in an address at Elizabeth, N.J. 
on March 17, 1903, reported in the Elizabeth, 
N.J., News of March 18, 1903.

Kelly a Catholic priest, prepared this at 
Catholic University of America.)

“The pope has authority and has often 
exercised it, to dispense with the commands 
of Christ . . The pope’s will stands for reason. 
He can dispense above the law, and of wrong 
make right, by correcting and changing 
laws.”—From Pope Nicholas’ time.

“Protestants . . accept Sunday rather than 
Saturday as the day for public worship after 
the Catholic Church made the change . . But 
the Protestant mind does not seem to realize 
that in accepting the Bible, in observing the 
Sunday, they are accepting the authority of 
the spokesman for the church, the pope.”—
Our Sunday Visitor, February 5, 1950 (one of 
the largest U.S. Roman Catholic magazines).

“Reason and common sense demand 
the acceptance of one or the other of these 
alternatives: either Protestantism and the 
keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and 
the keeping holy of Sunday. Compromise 
is impossible.”—The Catholic Mirror, De-
cember 23, 1893. (The Mirror is a Baltimore 
Roman Catholic weekly newspaper.)

“For ages all Christian nations looked to 
the Catholic Church, and, as we have seen, 
the various states enforced by law her ordi-
nances as to worship and cessation of labor 
on Sunday. Protestantism, in discarding the 
authority of the Church, has no good reason 
for its Sunday theory, and ought logically, 
to keep Saturday as the Sabbath. The State 
in passing laws for the due Sanctification 
of Sunday, is unwittingly acknowledging 
the authority of the Catholic Church, and 
carrying out more or less faithfully its pre-
scriptions. The Sun day as a day of the week 
set apart for the obligatory public worship 
of Almighty God is purely a creation of the 
Catholic Church.”—John Gillmary Shea, in 
The American Catholic Quarterly Review, 
January, 1883, p. 139. (Shea [1824­1893] 
was an important Catholic historian of 
his time.)

“The pope is not only the representative of 

Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ Himself, 
hidden under veil of flesh.”—The Catholic 
National, July 1895.

“The Catholic Church . . by virtue of 
her divine mission, changed the day from 
Saturday to Sunday.”—The Catholic Mirror, 
September 23, 1893, a Baltimore­based 
Catholic weekly (the official organ for 
Cardinal Gibbons).

“Ques.—When Protestants do profane 
work [regular employment] upon Saturday, 
or the seventh day of the week, do they 
follow the Scripture as their only rule of 
faith—do they find this permission clearly 
laid down in the Sacred Vol ume?

“Ans.—On the contrary, they have only 
the authority of [Catholic] tradition for this 
practice. In profaning Saturday, they violate 
one of God’s commandments, which He has 
never abrogated,—‘Remember thou keep 
holy the Sabbath day.’ ”—Priest Steven 
Keenan, A Doctrinal Catechism, pp. 252, 
254. (The catechism of this Scottish priest 
is widely used in Catholic schools to instruct 
children into papal beliefs.)

“If we consulted the Bible only, we should 
still have to keep holy the Sabbath Day, 
that is Saturday.”—John Laux, A Course 
in Religion for Catholic High Schools and 
Academies, 1936 edition, Vol. 1, p. 51. (J.J. 
Laux [1878­1939] was a Cath olic priest, 
teacher, and author of many Catholic histo-
ries as well as biographies of their saints.)

“ “It is worth while to remember that 
this observance of Sunday—in which, after 
all, Protestant worship consists—not only 
has no foundation in the Bible, but it is in 
flagrant contradiction with its letter, which 
commands rest on the Sabbath, which is Sat-
urday. It was the Catholic Church which, by 
the authority of Jesus Christ, has transferred 
this rest, the Sunday.”—Monsignor Louis 
Segur, Plain Talk About the Protestantism 
of Today, p. 213. (L.G. Segur [1820­1881], 
a French prelate, later was appointed as a 
diplomat and official judicial in Rome.)

“All the names which in the Scriptures 
are applied to Christ, by virtue of which it 
is established that He is over the church, 
all the same names are applied to the 
pope.”—Robert Cardinal Bellarmine, De 
Conciliorum Auctoriatate (On the Authority 
of the Councils), Bk 2, chap. 17. (Bellarmine 
[1542­1621], a professor and rector at the 
Jesuit Gregorian University in Rome, is 
generally considered to have been one of the 
outstanding Jesuit instructors in the history 
of this organization.)

“Sunday is our MARK of authority!—The 
Church is above the Bible, and this trans-
ference of Sabbath observance is proof of 
that fact.”—The Catholic Record, London, 
Ontario, Canada, September 1, 1923.

We earlier found that historians are in 

agreement on the fact that the attempt to 
change the Bible Sabbath to Sun day was 
made after the Bible was finished. 

And now we have discovered that the 
Roman Catholic Church has repeatedly 
ad mitted, even boasted, openly of the fact 
that the change was not made by God or the 
Bible writers—but by the Vatican.

Surely, in light of all this, there must be 
learned Protes tants who have also admitted 
that the change is not Biblical. —And there 
are many of them.

oThers agree
“There was and is a command to keep 

holy the Sabbath day, but that Sabbath day 
was not Sunday. It will however be readily 
said, and with some show of triumph, that the 
Sabbath was transferred from the seventh to 
the first day of the week, with all its duties, 
privileges, and sanctions. Earnestly desiring 
information on this subject which I have 
studied for many years, I ask, where can the 
record of such a transaction be found? Not in 
the New Testament—absolutely not. There is 
no Scriptural evidence of the change of the 
Sabbath institution from the seventh to the 
first day of the week.

“To me it seems unaccountable that Jesus, 
during three years’ discussion with His dis-
ciples, often conversing with them upon the 
Sabbath question, discussing it in some of 
its various aspects, freeing it from its false 
[Jewish traditional] glosses, never alluded to 
any transference of the day; also, that during 
forty days of His resurrection life, no such 
thing was intimated. Nor, so far as we know, 
did the Spirit, which was given to bring to 
their remembrance all things whatsoever that 
He had said unto them, deal with this ques-
tion. Nor yet did the [Apostolic] churches, 
counseling and instructing those founded, 
discuss or approach the subject.

“Of course I quite well know that Sunday 
did come into use in early Christian history 
as a religious day, as we learn from the Chris-
tian Fathers and other sources. But what a 
pity that it comes branded with the mark of 
paganism, and christen ed with the name of 
the Sun god, then adopted and sanctified 
by the papal apostasy, and bequeathed as a 
sacred legacy to Protestantism.”—Dr. E.R. 
Hiscox, author of the Baptist Man ual. From 
a photostatic copy of a notarized statement 
by Dr. Hiscox.

Leading pastors, writers, and administra-
tors of a wide range of the major Protestant 
denominations have recognized the truth 
that the Seventh­day Sabbath is the Bible 
Sabbath—and Sunday sacredness is not to 
be found anywhere in Scrip ture.

Here are a few of their statements. Many 
more could be given if we had the space:

British Congregationalists: “It is quite clear 
that however rigidly or devotedly we may 

spend Sunday, we are not keeping the Sabbath 
. . The Sabbath was founded on a specific, 
divine command. We can plead no such com-
mand for the observance of Sunday . . There 
is not a single line in the New Testament to 
suggest that we incur any penalty by violating 
the supposed sanctity of Sunday.”—Dr. R.W. 
Dale, The Ten Commandments, Hodder and 
Stougton, pp. 106­107.

Protestant Episcopal: “Ques.—Is there 
any command in the New Testament to 
change the day of weekly rest from Saturday 
to Sunday?

“Ans.—None.”—Manual of Christian 
Doctrine, p. 127.

American Congregationalists: “The cur-
rent notion that Christ and His apostles au-
thoritatively substituted the first day for the 
seventh is absolutely without any authority 
in the New Testament.”—Dr. Lyman Abbott, 
in the Christian Union, June 26, 1890.

English Independent: “Sabbath in the 
Hebrew language signifies rest, and is the 
seventh day of the week, . . and it must be 
confessed that there is no law in the New 
Testament concerning the first day.”—
Charles Buck, A Theological Dic tionary, art. 
“Sabbath,” p. 403. (Buck [1771­1815] was 
a British Independent minister and author.)

Methodist Episcopal: “The Sabbath 
instituted in the beginning, and confirmed 
again and again by Moses and the prophets, 
has never been abrogated. A part of the 
Moral Law, not a jot or tittle of its sanctity 
has been taken away.”—Bishop’s Pastoral, 
1874 edition.

Christian Church (Christian Connection): 
“The Roman Church . . reversed the Fourth 
Com  mand ment by doing away with the 
Sabbath of God’s Word, and instituting Sun-
day as a Holiday.”—Nicholas Summerbell, 
History of the Christian Church, 3rd ed., 
1873, p. 415. (Sum merbell [1816­1889] was 
the president of Union Christian College 
in Indiana.)

Disciples of Christ: “There is no direct 
Scriptural authority for designating the first 
day ‘the Lord’s Day.’ ”—Dr. D.H. Lucas, 
in the Christian Oracle, January 23, 1890.

Baptist: “The Scriptures nowhere call the 
first day of the week the Sabbath . . There 
is no Scriptural authority for so doing, nor 
of course any Scriptural obligation.”—The 
Watch man.

Episcopal: “The Sabbath was religiously 
observed in the Eastern church three hundred 
years and more after our Sa viour’s Passion 
[death].”—Prof. E. Brerewood of Gresham 
College, London, in a sermon.

Anglican: “And where are we told in the 
Scriptures that we are to keep the first day at 
all? We are commanded to keep the seventh; 
but we are nowhere commanded to keep the 
first day. The reason why we keep the first 
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day of the week holy instead of the seventh 
is for the same reason we ob serve many other 
things, not because the Bible, but because 
the church, has enjoined [commanded] 
it.”—Issac Williams, Plain Sermons on the 
Catechism, Vol. 1, pp. 334, 336.

Methodist: “It is true that there is no 
positive command for infant baptism. Nor 
is there any for keeping holy the first day of 
the week. Many believe that Christ changed 
the Sab bath. But, from His own words, we 
see that He came for no such purpose. Those 
who believe that Jesus changed the Sab bath 
base it only on a supposition.”—Amos 
Binney, Theologi cal Compendium, 1902 
edition, pp. 180­181, 171. (Binney [1802­
1878], Methodist minister and presiding 
elder, whose Compendium was published 
for forty years in many languages, also wrote 
a Methodist New Testament Commentary.)

Southern Baptist: “There was never any 
formal or au thoritative change from the 
Jewish Seventh Day Sabbath to the Christian 
First Day observance . .

“There are in the New Testament no 
commands, no prescriptions, no rules, no 
liturgies applying to the observance of the 
Lord’s Day.

“There is no organic [no actual] con-
nection between the Hebrew Sabbath and 
the Christian Lord’s Day . . It was only a 
short while until Gentiles predominated 
in the [early church] Christian movement. 
They brought over the consciousness of 
various observances in the pagan religions, 
pre­eminently the worship of the Sun—a 
sort of Sunday consciousness.”—William 
Owen Carver, Sabbath Observance, 1940, 
pp. 49, 52, 54. (Dr. Carver [1868­1954] 
was professor of com parative religion at the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, in 
Louisville, Kentucky.)

Episcopalian: “The observance of the first 
day instead of the seventh day rests on the 
testimony of the Catholic Church, and the 
(Catholic] church alone.”—Hobart Church 
News, July 2, 1894.

Irish Methodist: “There is no intimation 
here that the Sabbath was done away, or that 
its moral use was superseded by the intro-
duction of Christianity [of later centuries]. I 
have shown elsewhere that, ‘Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy,’ is a command 
of perpetual obligation.”—Adam Clarke, 
The New Testament of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, Vol. 2, p. 524. (Clarke 
[1760­1832] was an Irish Wesleyan minister, 
writer, and three times Methodist conference 
president.)

Southern Baptist: “As presented to us 
in the Scriptures the Sabbath was not the 
invention of any religious founder. It was 
not at first part of any system of religion, 
but an entirely independent institution. 

Very definitely it is presented in Genesis 
as the very first institution, inaugurated 
by the Creator Himself.”—W.O. Carver, 
Sabbath Observance, pp. 40­41. (Dr. Carver 
[1868­1954] was professor of comparative 
religion in the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, in Kentucky.)

All this seems amazing to us. 
First, how could any mortals dare to 

change the worship of God on His appointed 
day (which is the heart of the Bible worship 
of the God of heaven) to some other day? 

Second, How could any mere mortal dare 
to enforce such a change on everyone else?

Third, How could anyone living today, 
who has read the Bible, accept such a fraud 
and worship on the Sun day?

You might ask, why did not the Protestant 
Reformers of the Sixteenth Century bring us 
back to Sabbathkeeping?

The truth is that they did not have a chance 
to make all of the needed reforms before 
Rome threw army after army on them for 
their destruction? Those who came after, 
bowed to the advances made by their first 
leaders: Luther and Calvin.

But, even deeper: Why does not the Vat-
ican confess this terrible change that they 
had Constantine instigate? Why do they not 
now lead out in bringing Chris tendom back 
to the Bible Sabbath?

At this point the plot thickens. For in the 
next chapter we shall learn that, by their 
own admission, the change of the Sabbath 
to Sunday is the doctrinal basis upon which 
the Roman Catholic Church is built. 

It is the mark of her authority. She dare 
not change it—for to do so would be to yield 
that religious authority back to the God of 
the Sabbath.

Coming home
The red granite obelisk finally came home.
It was clear to all that the religion of Rome 

had achieved a new climax in greatness.
That red granite obelisk, of the Vatican, 

can be seen today in the immense circular 
court in front of St. Peter’s. In the exact 
center of 248 large Doric­style columns 
(which alone cost nearly a million dollars) 
stands the sun­red obelisk. Weighing 320 
tons, it stands 83 feet high, on top of a 49­
foot foundation—132 feet in all.

The great obelisk, originally in Heliopolis, 
Egypt, the ancient “City of the Sun,” stands 
today in the giant circle in front of Basilica 
Papale di San Pietro in Vaticano—common-
ly known as St. Peter’s Basilica.

It is back at the center of worship—in the 
new City of the Sun.

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 
nailed a sheet of paper containing 95 protests 
to the door of the University Church, in 
Wittenberg, Germany. That day marks the 
beginning of the Great Reformation.

But that Reformation was never com-
pleted; for Luther and his associates had so 
recently come out of the darkness of Catholic 
error, that they only partially perceived all 
of those errors. We are deeply thankful for 
what they did, but the work they began is 
yet to be finished.

When the Reformation burst upon Europe 
in the Six teenth Century, Rome determined 
to crush out the interest of the people in re-
turning to Bible religion. The three primary 
methods used to extinguish Protestantism 
were warfare, Jesuit espionage, and the 
Council of Trent.

The Council of Trent was convened by 
the pope and continued from December 13, 
1545, to December 4, 1563. Its assigned 
purpose was to clarify Roman Catholic 
doctrine in order to strengthen the Church in 
its fight against Protestantism. It is generally 
considered to have been one of the most im-
portant councils in the history of Romanism.

The Protestants had launched a campaign 
that all doctrine must be brought to the test 
of the Inspired Word. And if not found there 
it must be rejected. This deep truth lies at the 
heart of Protestantism.

But Rome was determined to overthrow 
that truth and again bring the people into 
bondage to its errors. How they were to do 
this was the question; for there was a division 
in the Church over the primacy of Tradition.

The Roman Catholic Church had always 
been founded on the words of men (“Tradi-
tion”), with a sprinkling of the Word of God 
(“Scripture”). They had always declared 
Tradition to be superior to Scripture in every 
dispute over worship, doctrine, or practice.

And what is “Tradition?” It is the sayings 
of men. It is the decisions of—Roman Cath-
olic councils, the decrees of its popes, and 
the words of its canonized saints.

“Like two sacred rivers flowing from 
Paradise, the Bible and divine Tradition 
contain the Word of God, precious gems of 
revealed truths.

“Though these two divine streams are 
in themselves, on account of their divine 
origin, of equal sacredness, and are both 
full of revealed truths, still, of the two, 
TRADITION is to us more clear and safe” 
[full caps theirs].”—Joseph F. Di Bruno, 
Catholic Belief, 1884 ed., p. 45. (Di Bruno 
was an Ita lian Catholic priest and writer)

But when the Council of Trent convened, 
there was a battle over this matter. Should 
Tradition rule over the Bible, or should they 
carry equal authority? Should the Bible be 
con sidered more authoritative, or should 
Tradition be set aside entirely?

There was much bickering over this 
matter at Trent. Protestantism was making 
a powerful attack on papal be liefs—which 
were solely based on Tradition. Since Roman 

Catholic Tradition was nothing more than a 
hodgepodge collection of confused sayings, 
many of the archbishops and cardinals at­
tending this very important Catholic council 
naturally hesi tated to officially announce 
that Tradition was the basis of the Roman 
Catholic Church.

But then came the deciding point—and it 
came as a sur prise.

What is not generally known is that the 
entire argument was settled in one day.

When Gaspar del Fosso, the Archbishop 
of Reggio, stood up and spoke on January 
18, 1562, he decided, once and for all, the 
entire future course of Catholicism.

Rising to his feet, and calling for attention, 
he whole heartedly praised Tradition and 
then made bitter jibes at those who wanted 
to downgrade its supremacy in the Church.

Since others had already spoken in 
defense of Tradition, what is it that made 
del Fosso’s speech so decisive? It was this:

He reasoned that the Church of Rome was 
founded on Tradition; it and its beliefs would 
soon perish without it. Then he gave his 
punch line: He told the assembled delegates 
that the great proof that the doctrine of “Tra-
dition above  Scripture” must be right was the 
fact that the Church, of Rome, had centuries 
earlier changed the Seventh­day Sabbath, 
which God Himself had commanded, to 
Sunday, the first day of the week.

Del Fosso declared that THIS proved 
that Tradition was more important than the 
Bible—for Church Tradition had presumed 
to change the very laws of God Himself—
and had apparently succeeded! And what is 
more, del Fosso climaxed,—the Protestants 
were obeying Rome and keeping Sunday 
also. That morning, del Fosso made it clear 
that Sunday sacredness was the pivotal 
proof of the entire doctrinal structure of 
Catholicism.

His logical speech settled the matter. 
(Before continuing, the logic of del Fos-

so’s point should be clarified: It is based on 
the idea that “if I can get away with it, it must 
be all right.” This is the thinking that “I can 
do whatever wrongdoing I want, as long as 
no higher authority stops me.” —This atti-
tude, and the evils it leads to, are not based 
on godly principles but on criminal conduct.)

Oddly enough, a little over thirty years 
earlier, the Protestant leaders who presented 
the Augsburg Confession, had recognized 
this very fact that Rome’s authority was 
keyed to the attempted change of the Bible 
Sabbath:

“They [the Catholic bishops] allege the 
changing of the Sabbath into the Lord’s Day, 
contrary, as it seemeth, to the Decalogue; and 
they have no example more in their mouth 
than the change of the Sabbath. They will 
needs have the church’s power to be very 
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great, because it hath done away with a 
precept of the Decalogue.

“But of this question ours do thus teach: 
that the Bishops have no power to ordain any 
thing contrary to the Gospel, as was showed 
before.”—From the Augsburg Con fession, 
quoted in Library of Original Sources, Vol. 
5, pp. 173­174.

Soon after this confession of Protestant 
faith was made at Augsburg, Germany, in 
1530, the Reformers and their fol lowers 
found themselves deluged in war and in-
trigue. Fighting for the faith they already 
had—indeed, for their very lives,—they 
had little time to carry the Reformation 
further—and rediscover many of the Biblical 
truths buried under centuries of error and 
speculation.

But the Catholic leaders knew—and they 
tell us in their writings:

“Sunday is a Catholic institution, and its 
claims to obser vance can be defended only 
on Catholic principles . . From beginning to 
end of Scripture there is not a single passage 
that warrants the transfer of weekly public 
worship from the last day of the week to the 
first.”—Catholic Press, Sydney, Austra lia, 
August 1900.

“It is well to remind the Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Method ists, and all other Chris-
tians, that the Bible does not support them 
anywhere in their observance of Sunday. 
Sunday is an institution of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and those who ob serve 
the day observe a commandment of the 
Catholic Church.”—Priest Brady, in an 
address at Elizabeth, N.J., on March 17, 
1903, reported in the Elizabeth, NJ., News 
of March 18, 1903.

“Protestants often deride the authority of 
Church Tradition, and claim to be directed by 
the Bible only; yet they too have been guided 
by customs of the ancient Church which find 
no warrant in the Bible, but rest on Church 
Tradition only! A striking instance of this is 
the following: The first positive command in 
the Decalogue is to ‘Remember the Sabbath 
Day to keep it holy’. . But the Sabbath Day, 
the observance of which God commanded, 
was our Saturday. Yet who among either 
Catholics or Protestants, except a sect or two, 
ever kept that commandment now? None. 
Why is this? The Bible which Protestants 
claim to obey exclusively, gives no authori-
zation for the substitution of the first day of 
the week for the seventh. On what authority, 
therefore, have they done so? Plainly on the 
authority of that very Catholic Church which 
they abandoned, and whose traditions they 
condemn.”—John L. Stoddard, Rebuilding 
a Lost Faith, p. 80. (Stod dard [1850­1931] 
was an agnostic writer most of his life, who 
later was converted to Catholicism.)

“Now the [Catholic] Church . . instituted, 

by God’s authority, Sunday as the day of 
worship. This same Church, by the same 
divine authority, taught the doctrine of 
Purgatory. We have, therefore, the same 
authority for purgatory as we have for Sun-
day.”—Martin J. Scott, Things Catholics Are 
Asked About, 1927, p. 236 (Jesuit theologian 
and writer).

“The Catholic Church for over one 
thousand years before the existence of a 
Protestant, by virtue of her Divine mission, 
changed the day from Saturday to Sunday . 
. But the Protestant says: ‘How can I receive 
the teachings of an apostate Church?’ How, 
we ask, have you managed to receive her 
teaching all your life, in direct opposition 
to your recognized teacher, the Bible, on the 
Sabbath question?”—The Christian Sabbath, 
2nd ed., published by the Catholic Mirror. 
(This Bal timore periodical was the official 
paper of Cardinal Gibbons.)

“If you follow the Bible alone there can 
be no question that you are obliged to keep 
Saturday holy, since that is the day especially 
prescribed by Almighty God to be kept 
holy to the Lord.”—Priest F.G. Lentz, The 
Question Box, 1900, p. 98. (Lentz [d. 1917] 
was a Catholic priest and writer, based in the 
Illinois area.)

Yes, now we understand. The Sun day and 
the worship of God on that day instead of on 
the Bible Sabbath IS THE MARK of Rome’s 
authority in religious matters.

Oh, that more people might understand 
this! Oh, that every one would leave the 
mark of Rome—and return to the symbol 
of obedience to the true God—the Sign of 
creation, sanctifica tion, and salvation.

“Keep the Sabbath . . It is a sign between 
Me and the children of Israel forever: for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and on the Seventh day He rested, and was 
refreshed.”—Exodus 31:16­17.

“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it 
is a sign be tween Me and you throughout 
your generations; that ye may know that I 
am the Lord that doth sanctify you.”—Ex-
odus 31:13.

“Moreover also I gave them My Sabbaths, 
to be a sign be tween Me and them, that they 
might know that I am the Lord that sanctify 
them.”—Ezekiel 20:12.

“And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall 
be a sign be tween Me and you, that ye may 
know that I am the Lord your God.”—Eze-
kiel 20:20.

Yes, it is time to return to God’s Sign of 
Creation, Sanc tification and Salvation. It is 
time to flee the Mark of Roman Babylon.

“Prove to me from the Bible alone that I 
am bound to keep Sunday holy. There is no 
such law in the Bible. It is a law of the holy 
Catholic Church alone!

“The Bible says ‘Remember the Sabbath 

day to keep it holy.’ The Catholic Church 
says, No. By my divine power I abolish the 
Sabbath day and command you to keep holy 
the first day of the week!

“And lo! The entire civilized world bows 
down in rever ent obedience to the command 
of the Holy Catholic Church.”—Priest 
Thomas Enright, C.S.S.R., President of Re­
demp   torist College, Kansas City, MO., in 
a lecture at Hartford, Kansas, February 18, 
1884, and printed in the Hartford Kansas 
Weekly Call, February 22, 1884, and in the 
American Sentinel, a New York Roman 
Catholic journal, in June 1893, p. 173.

Cardinal Gibbons was the leading Roman 
Catholic spokesman for the Vatican, in 
America, at the turn of the 20th cen tury. He 
wrote the well­known Faith of our Fathers 
which went through many printings.

A letter addressed to his office brought the 
following reply:

“Of course the Catholic Church claims 
that the change was her act . . AND THE 
ACT IS A MARK of her eccles iastical pow-
er.”—From the office of Cardinal Gibbons, 
through Chancellor H.F. Thomas, November 
11, 1895.

But wait! Is it possible that someone 
changed the weekly cycle since the time 
of Christ, the Apostles, and since Old Tes-
tament times?

Here is the answer to this important 
question:

no Time losT
From time to time you will hear someone 

say, “The weekly cycle has been lost, and so 
we cannot know the true Sabbath.” But when 
pressed for the facts about this, his words are 
vague and confused.

The unbroken continuation of the weekly 
cycle down through history can be estab-
lished from Scripture, his tory, and science. 
First, let us consider the Biblical evi dence:

If the weekly cycle had been lost between 
Adam’s time (when the Sabbath was made) 
and Moses’ day (when God put the Ten 
Commandments into written form), this 
situation would, at the time of Mount Sinai, 
have been corrected by the Divine Lawgiver.

A striking illustration of the importance 
that our God attaches to Sabbathkeeping is 
to be found in the miracle of the manna. For 
forty years, or 2,080 weeks, the Lord worked 
a number of miracles every week, thereby 
identifying the true Sabbath 2,080 times. We 
are told about this in Exodus 16.

God sent manna for the first five days of 
each week. That was a miracle. Then on the 
sixth day, He sent twice as much. Another 
miracle. And only that which fell on the 
sixth day could be kept over through the 
next day. Still another miracle. And then 
on the Seventh day, He sent none. It is very 
obvious that God wanted His people, who 

knew about Him, to keep the Bible Sabbath. 
And He worked miracles to help safe guard 
it. When, after all this evidence, some of 
them went ahead and broke the Sabbath, 
He clearly showed His will in the matter. 
Carefully read Exodus 16.

The great Moral Law of the Ten Com-
mandments had gov erned mankind since 
the days of Adam. But, after the exper ience 
of the manna in Exodus 16, God wrote the 
Ten Com mandments on solid rock—the 
most enduring thing there is. It was written 
on the most lasting substance in the world—
something that would not pass away, in order 
to show us the endur ing nature of that Law. 
And it is Heaven’s plan that it also be written 
on our hearts,—that every day we may obey 
these ten precious promises of happiness.

If the Sabbath had been lost between Mo-
ses’ time and Jesus’ time (which it was not), 
we would have the example of the Saviour 
Himself to guide us as to the correctness of the 
weekly cycle—and the Seventh day.

Scripture tells us:
“He that saith he abideth in Him ought 

himself also so to walk, even as He 
walked.”—1 John 2:6.

Throughout His earthly life, Jesus gave 
“us an example, that ye should follow His 
steps.” 1 Peter 2:21.

We want to follow the steps of Jesus. We 
want to do as He did, with all our hearts! 
More than anything else in the whole wide 
world, this is what we want. I want it. And 
I know you want it also.

Jesus, “as His custom was,” kept the 
Seventh­day Sab bath according to the 
commandment (Lk 4:16, 31; compare Jn 
15:10). If time or the Sabbath had been lost, 
Jesus would have found it for His followers.

He told His followers that they must con-
tinue to keep the Bible Sabbath in later years.

“But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day.”—Mat-
thew 24:20.

Jesus was crucified on the sixth day of the 
week, which was the day before the Sabbath 
(Lk 23:54­56). On this same sixth day, which 
was also called the “preparation day” (Mk 
15:42; Lk 23:54), His followers prepared 
“spices and ointments” to anoint His body 
for burial, and then “rested on the Sabbath 
day according to the commandment.” Luke 
23:56.

And then came the Seventh­day Sabbath, 
and Jesus rested in the tomb (Matt 28:1­7). 
The next day He arose. It was the first work-
ing day of the week, and Jesus had a lot of 
work to do. That morning, after speaking 
with Mary, He trav eled all the way to heaven, 
and then that evening appeared to many of 
His disciples (Jn 20:17, 19; Lk 24:13­36).

So it was that, throughout the life and 
death of Jesus, He faithfully set us an 
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example of obedience to the Sabbath com­
mandment. And He taught His followers to 
do the same (Matt 24:20); for after His death, 
they kept the Sabbath also (Lk 23:56), and 
later in their missionary work (Acts 13:14­
16, 40­46; 16:12­15; 17:14). They declared 
that we ought to obey God rather than men 
(Acts 5:29), and Paul could sincerely say of 
himself and his fellow believers:

“Do we then make void the Law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
Law.”—Romans 3:31.

The Word of God was being fulfilled, that 
Gen tiles would one day faithfully keep the 
Sabbath which the Jews were desecrating 
(lsa 56:3­7).

Has the Sabbath been lost since Jesus’ 
day? Here are some of the ways that we can 
know, for a certainty, that the Seventh day of 
the week—right now—is the same Seventh 
day of the week as when Jesus was on earth 
and kept it holy as an example for us:

1 - THE CALENDAR
The Julian calendar was in use when Jesus 

Christ was upon the earth. Its originator, 
Julius Caesar, died 44 years be fore Christ 
was born. This calendar, which continued in 
use for fifteen centuries, was not accurate in 
the length of its year; for it was 11 minutes 
and 14 seconds too long. What was needed 
was our method of “leap years.” By 1582, 
the vernal equinox, of March 21, had receded 
to March 11, making it ten days off schedule.

A change was recommended, by astrono-
mers, and made at the time that Gregory XIII 
was the pope; and so the correct ed calendar, 
with its “leap year,” was called the Gregorian 
calendar. It began to function on Friday, the 
5th of October, 1582. Friday the 5th was 
changed to Friday the 15th. So that particular 
month was ten days shorter—but the length 
of its weeks was not affected. This is due to 
the simple fact that the number of days in the 
month or in the year has nothing to do with 
the number of days in the week. Thus the 
weekly cycle was not affected in any way.

The inhabitants of Spain who retired to 

sleep on Thurs day, October 4, awoke the 
next morning on Friday, the 15th. Some 
nations began the use of the new calendar 
at once. This included Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy. Part of Germany made the changeover 
in 1583, and the rest of the nation waited 
until 1700. About that time the Netherlands, 
Sweden, and Den mark also accepted it. 
And then, finally, in 1752, England and the 
American Colonies made the changeover.

In October 1582, Portu gal, Spain, and 
Italy began the use of this new calendar 
which included leap years.

This meant that, for these three nations of 
Europe, the year 1582 was ten days short er 
than the calendar of the other nations of 
Europe.

But, all during this year and in the years 
before and afterward, the weekly cycle never 
changed as nation after nation gradually 
changed over to the new calendar!

Between 1582 and 1752—and down to 
1919,—all the nations of Europe gradually 
changed to the new calendar. But all during 
these 337 years—everyone had the very 
same days of the week.

In September 1752, Eng land finally made 
the change to the new leap year calendar.

This meant that, for this important nation 
of Europe, the year 1752 was eleven days 
shorter then the cal endar of the other nations.

But, all during this year and in the years 
before and afterward, with mixed­up cal-
endars—everyone was on the same weekly 
cycle. the weekly cycle never changed as 
nation after nation gradually switched to 
the new calendar.

By the time England made the changeover 
to the new calendar, eleven days had to be 
changed instead of ten. Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2, was followed by Thursday, Sep tember 
14. Russia and Greece continued to use the 
old­style calendar—the Julian Calendar—
for over a hundred and fifty more years! 
Finally, in 1917 (Turkey), 1918 (Russia), 
1919 (Serbia), and 1923 (Greece)—the last 
modern nations had adopted it! 341 years 
had elapsed since the changeover began.

For for over three centuries, the calen-
dars of Europe were all mixed up, and the 
dates of the months varied from country to 
coun try. But, all during that time the days 
of the week were alike; for they had not 
changed. When it was Monday in Russia, 
it was Monday in Germany, England, and 
Italy—although they were all living under 
different calendars. When the 20th Cen tury 
began, Sabbath in Russia was the same as 
Sabbath in Eng land—although the dates 
were fourteen days apart.

The Encyclopedia Britannica calls it the 
“unalterable uniformity of the week”; for 
the weekly cycle has never been affected 
by calendar changes.

And because of this, the seven­day week, 
given by God to mankind at the Creation of 
the world, has never been touched by the cal-
endar changes down through the centuries.

How many ways may we know that the 
weekly cycle—and with it, the Sabbath cy-
cle—has never been changed? Let us count 
some more ways:

2 - THE JEWISH RACE
Our heavenly Father has given us more 

than written proof of the permanence of 
the weekly cycle and the Seventh­day 
Sabbath,—He has given us living proof: 
the Jewish race.

Every other Near­Eastern ethnic group has 
disappeared: the Hittites, the Sumerians, the 
Babylonians, the Assyrians, the Moabites, 
the Philistines—all are gone. But the Jews 
re main—and with them the Seventh­day 
Sabbath.

It has been 3,400 years since the time that 
God gave them manna in the wilderness and 
told them to carefully keep each Seventh­day 
Sabbath when no manna fell. But, all during 
those long centuries since then, they have 
observed God’s Sabbath—week after week, 
month after month, year after year, century 
after century.

But, since the time when Christ walked 
on earth and kept the correct Bible Sabbath, 
there have been others who have provided 
living proof also.

The fact is that not only have Jews and 
Christians kept the Seventh­day Sabbath 
for the past two thousand years, but Sun-
daykeepers have also preserved the knowl-
edge of which day is which—all during that 
same time.

Two facts are indisputable: 1 ­ We KNOW 
that Jesus Christ kept the right day of the 
week as the holy Bible Sab bath, and He is 
our example in all things. 2 ­ We KNOW that 
the Seventh day of the week now is the same 
day that Christ observed while here on earth.

3 - HISTORICAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
RECORDS

Historians have amassed an immense re-
cord of human events going back thousands 
of years. Those records tell us of people 
keeping the Seventh day holy far back in 
recorded history.

Astronomers have kept an accurate record 
of time. And theirs is one of the most accu-
rate that you will find anywhere.

They tell us that, if all records of time 
should suddenly be lost, the astronomers 
could rediscover time from the mathe matics 
of the stars in their motions. God put the stars 
in the heavens “for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days, and years.” Genesis 1:14.

And then we have the calendars them-
selves. There is no evidence whatsoever 
to support the false claim that “time has 
been lost.”

And lastly, the standard reference works 
all tell us the same thing: No time has been 
lost in the weekly cycle. An example of this 
conclusive agreement is to be found in all of 
the major encyclopedias.

4 - THE LANGUAGES OF MAN
In 108 of 160 of the languages of man-

kind—the name for the seventh day of the 
week (the day in English called Saturday)—
is “Sabbath.”

This is because, in ancient times, men 
knew that the true Sabbath fell on the Sev-
enth day of the week. As an example of this, 
look in a Spanish dictionary, and you will 
find that the word, “Sabbado” comes through 
the Latin word “Subitem,” from the ancient 
Hebrew word for “Sabbath.”

SCIENTISTS/HISTORIANS AGREE
“The week has been followed for thou-

sands of years and therefore has been 
hallowed by immemorial use.”—Anders 
Donner, “The Report,” p. 51. Donner had 
been a Professor of Astronomy at the Uni-
versity of Helsing fors.

“I have always hesitated to suggest break-
ing the contin uity of the week, which without 
a doubt is the most ancient scientific institu-
tion bequeath ed to us by antiquity.”—Edo­
uard Baillaud, “The Report,” p. 52. (Baillaud 
was di rector of the Paris Observatory.)

Here are a number of other statements by 
eminent sci entists and historians:

“The week is a period of seven days . . It 
has been em ployed, from time immemorial, 
in almost all coun tries.”—The Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 11th edition, Vol. 4, p. 988, 
article, “Calendar.”

“As to Question (1)— . . I have had 
occasion to investigate the results of the 
works of specialists in chronology, and we 
have never found one of them that has ever 
had the slightest doubt about the continuity 
of the week ly cycle since long before the 
Christian era.

“As to Question (2)—There has been 
no change in our calendar in past centuries 
that has affected in any way the cycle of the 
week.”—James Robertson, personal letter, 
dated March 12, 1932. (Dr. Robertson was 
director of the American Ephemeris, Navy 
Department, U.S. Naval Observatory, Wash­
ington, D.C.)

“As far as I know, in the various changes 
of the calen dar there has been no change in 
the seven day rota of the week, which has 
come down from very early times.”—F.W. 
Dyson, Personal letter, dated March 4, 1932. 
(Dr. Dyson was Astronomer Royal, Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, London.)

“Some of these (the Jews and also many 
Christians) accept the week as of divine 
institution, with which it is un lawful to 
tamper; others, without these scruples, still 
feel that it is useful to maintain a time unit 
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that, unlike all others, has proceeded in an 
absolutely invariable manner since what 
may be called the dawn of history.”—“Our 
Astronomical Column,” Nature, London, 
No. 127, June 6, 1931, p. 869.

“The week of seven days has been in use 
ever since the days of the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, and we have no reason for supposing 
that any irregularities have existed in the 
succession of weeks and their days from that 
time to the present.”—Dr. W.W. Campbell, 
Statement. (Dr. Campbell was director of 
Lick Observatory, Mt. Hamilton, California.)

“For more than 3,000 years science has 
gone backward, and with profound research, 
reveals the fact that, in that vast period, 
the length of the day has not changed by 
the hundredth part of a single second of 
time.”—General O.M. Mitchell, Astronomy 
of the Bible, p. 235.

“By calculating the eclipses, it can be 
proven that no time has been lost and that 
the Creation days were seven, divided into 
twenty­four hours each.”—Dr. Hinkley, 
The Watchman, July, 1926. (Dr. Hinkley 
was a well­known astron omer of half a 
century ago.)

“In spite of all of our dickerings with 
the calendar, it is patent that the human 
race never lost the septenary [seven­day] 
sequence of week days and that the Sabbath 
of these latter times comes down to us from 
Adam, through the ages, without a single 
lapse.”—Dr. Totten, Statement. (Dr. Totten, 
of New Haven, Connecticut, was professor 
of Astronomy at Yale University when this 
statement was made.)

“The continuity of the week has crossed 
the centuries and all known calendars,—still 
intact.”—Professor D. Eginitis, Statement. 
(Dr. Egin itis was director of the Observatory 
of Athens, Greece.)

“Having been time computer at Green-
wich [England observatory] for many years, 
I can testify . . that all our days are in God’s 
absolute control—relentlessly measured by 
the daily rotation of the earth on its axis. 
This daily period of rotation does not vary 
one-thousandth part of a second in thou-
sands of years. Also . . the year is a very 
definite number of days. Consequently, 
it can be said that not a day has been lost 

since Creation, and all the calendar changes 
notwith standing, there has been no break 
in the weekly cycle.”—Frank Jef fries, 
Statement. (Dr. Jeffries was Fellow of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, and Research 
Director of the Royal Observatory, Green-
wich, England.)

We have discovered that the Bible Sabbath 
is as solid as a rock. It was given to us at the 
Creation of our world by the God of heaven. 
We have also learned that it will be kept by 
God’s redeemed in the New Earth (Isaiah 
66:22­23). 

Our Creator has commanded that we keep 
it now. Yet millions know little about it, and 
most who do frequently ridicule the Bible 
Sabbath as something to be ignored.

For those of us who have just learned these 
facts, this situation is too serious to be set 
aside. We live down in earth’s final hour, 
these are facts too serious to be ignored. 
Knowing the truth about the Bible Sabbath 
and the Sunday, we individually have a 
decision to make.

For the end is just ahead.

nearing The end
Throughout this book we have been 

looking at the past. Now we shall view the 
present—and the future.

In the Sixth Century B.C., the prophet, 
Daniel, was shown, in vision, that a terrible 
organization was later to arise that would 
seek to destroy God’s people and His Law.

“And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws.”—Daniel 7:25.

But a parallel warning is to be found 
in Revelation 14. In this chapter we find 
a threefold warning to be given to all the 
world in the last days (Revelation 14:6­12). 
And it comes just before the Second Coming 
of Christ (Revelation 14:14). Indeed, that 
message will prepare those who accept it to 
meet their Creator in peace when He returns.

Under the figure of three angels flying 
in mid­heaven, this important message is 
revealed. By the first angel of Revelation 
14:6­7, men are called upon to “fear God and 
give glory to Him,” and to worship Him as 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth. In 
order to do this, they must obey His law. This 
is a Bible truth that needs to be understood 
by everyone today.

“Fear God and keep His commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man.”—Eccle-
siastes 12:13.

Without obedience to His commandments, 
no worship can be pleasing to God.

“This is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments.”—1 John 5:3.

“He that turneth away his ear from hearing 
the Law, even his prayer shall be abomina-
tion.”—Proverbs 28:9.

The duty to worship God is based upon 
the fact that He is the Creator. We owe our 
existence to Him. Therefore He deserves 
our worship and our obedience. To worship 
anything else is to make it an idol.

“All the gods of the nations are idols; but 
the Lord made the heavens.”—Psalm 96:5.

“O come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”—
Psalm 95:6.

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honor and power: for Thou hast created 
all things.”—Revelation 4:11.

There is no fact more ob vious than that 
we worship God because He is our Creator. 
And because He is our Creator, we must 
obey Him.

In Revelation 14, men are called upon 
to worship the Creator; and this prophecy 
reveals that those who genuinely do so, 
will be those who keep His commandments.

“And the third angel followed them, say-
ing with a loud voice, If any man worship 
the beast and his image, and receive his mark 
in his forehead or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture . .

“Here is the patience of the saints: here 
are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus.”—Revelation 
14:9­10,12.

In contrast to those who will receive the 
mark, are those who choose to obey God’s 
commandments. One of these command-
ments—the Fourth—­points directly to God 
as the Creator (Exodus 20:8­11).

Obeying it identifies us as His people. It 
is “a sign . . that ye may know that I am the 
Lord your God” (Ezekiel 20:20). It identifies 
Him as our Creator. “It is a sign . . for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth 
and on the Seventh day He rested and was 
refreshed.”—Exodus 31:17.

“The importance of the Sabbath as a me-
morial of crea tion is that it keeps ever present 
the true reason why worship is due to God . . 
The Sabbath, therefore, lies at the very foun­
dation of divine worship; for it teaches this 
great truth in the most impressive manner, 
and no other institution does this.”—John N. 
Andrews, History of the Sabbath, pp. 515.

It was to keep this truth ever before the 
minds of men, that God instituted the Sab-
bath in Eden; and so long as the fact that He 
is our Creator continues to be a reason why 
we should worship Him, so long will the 
Sabbath continue as its sign and memorial. 
The keeping of the Sabbath will ever be a 
sign of loyalty to the true God.

So the message of the first angel of Rev-
elation 14 is a call to return to the worship 
of the Creator. And without a full obedience, 
we cannot genuinely worship Him as He 
desires (Rev 14:6­7).

The third angel commands us to “keep the 
commandments of God and have the faith of 
Jesus” (Rev. 14:12). And it tells us that those 
who refuse will receive the mark of the beast 
(Rev. 14:9­11).

What do these symbols mean? What is 
the “beast,” the “image,” and the “mark”?

The line of prophecy in which these 
symbols are found begins with Revelation 
12, with the dragon that sought to de stroy 
Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be 
Satan (Rev 12:9); for he it was that urged 
men to put the Saviour to death. But the chief 
agent of Satan in making war upon Christ 
and His people, during the first centuries of 
the Christian era, was the Roman Empire, in 
which paganism was the prevailing religion. 
Thus while the dragon primarily represents 
Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a symbol 
of pagan Rome.

In Revelation 13:1­10 is described another 
beast, “like unto a leopard,” to which the 
dragon gave “his power, and his seat, and 
great authority” (Rev 13:11). Down through 
history, most Protestants have recognized 
that this power is the papacy, an organi-
zation which succeeded to the power and 
seat and authority once held by the ancient 
Roman Empire. Of this leopard­like beast 
it is declared:

“There was given unto him a mouth speak-
ing great things and blasphemies . . And he 
opened his mouth in blas phemy against God, 
to blasphemy His name, and His taber nacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven. And it was 
given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them: and power was given 
him over all kindreds, and tongues, and na-
tions.”—Revelation 13:5­7.

This prophecy, which is nearly identical 
with the de scription of the little horn of Dan-
iel 7, unquestionably points to the papacy.

“Power was given unto him to continue 
forty and two months.”—Revelation 13:5.

And, says the prophet, “I saw one of his 
heads as it were wounded to death.”—Rev-
elation 13:3.

“He that leadeth into captivity shall go 
into captivity: he that killeth with the sword 
must be killed with the sword.”—Revela-
tion 13:10.

The forty and two months are the same 
as the “time and times and the dividing of 
time,” three years and a half, or 1260 days 
(years) of Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 12:6. 
This was the time during which the papal 
power would so greatly oppress the people 
of God. This time span began with the 
supremacy of the papacy in A.D. 538, and 
terminated in 1798. At that time, the pope 
was made captive by the French army; the 
papal power received its deadly wound, and 
the prediction was fulfilled: “He that leadeth 
into captivity shall go into captivity.”
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At this point in the chapter, another sym-
bol is introduced. Says the prophet:

“I beheld another beast coming up out 
of the earth; and he had two horns like a 
lamb.”—Revelation 13:11.

Both the appearance of this beast and the 
manner of its rise indicate that the nation 
which it represents is unlike those presented 
under the preceding symbols. The great 
kingdoms that have ruled the world were 
presented to the prophet, Daniel, as beasts 
of prey, rising when the “four winds of the 
heaven strove upon the great sea” (Dan 7:2). 
In Revelation 17:15, an angel explained that 
waters represent “peoples, and mul titudes, 
and nations, and tongues.” Winds are a 
symbol of strife. The four winds of heaven 
striving upon the great sea, represent the 
terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by 
which the kingdoms have attained to power.

But the beast with lamb­like horns was 
seen “coming up out of the earth” (Rev 
13:11). Instead of overthrowing other 
powers to establish itself, the nation thus 
represented must arise in territory previ-
ously unoccupied, and grow up gradually 
and peacefully. It could not arise among the 
crowded and struggling nationalities of the 
Old World. It had to come up in the West.

What nation of the New World was, in 
1798, rising into power, giving promise of 
strength and greatness, and attract ing the 
attention of the world? One nation, and only 
one, meets the specifications of this prophe-
cy: the United States of America.

“But the beast with lamb­like horns spake 
as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power 
of the first beast before him, and causeth the 
earth and them which dwell therein to wor­
ship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed . . saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to the 
beast, which had the wound by a sword and 
did live.”—Revelation 13:12, 14.

The lamb­like horns and the later dragon 
voice are in strong contrast. This plainly 
foretells an eventual development of the 
spirit of intolerance and persecution that 
was manifested by the nations represented 
by the dragon and the leopard­like beast. And 
the statement, that the beast with two horns 
“causeth the earth and them which dwell 
therein to worship the first beast,” indicates 
that the authority of this nation is to be ex-
ercised in enforcing some observance which 
shall be an act of homage to the papacy.

Yet such action would be directly contrary 
to the prin ciples of this government, to the 
genius of its free institutions, to the direct 
and solemn avowals of the Declaration of 
Inde pendence, and to the Constitution. The 
founders of the nation wisely sought to guard 
against the employment of secular power 
on the part of the church, with its inevitable 

result—intolerance and persecution. The 
Constitution provides that “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,” and that “no religious test shall ever 
be required as a qualification to any office of 
public trust under the United States.” Only in 
flagrant violation of these safeguards to the 
nation’s liberty, can any religious observance 
be enforced by civil power.

And an image of the first beast is to be 
made by this power:

“Saying to them that dwell on the earth, 
that they should make an image to the 
beast.”—Revelation 13:14.

“They,” the legislative power, rests with 
the people in this lamb­like beast. But what 
is the “image to the beast”? and how is it to 
be formed? This image, made by the two­
horned beast, is an image to the first beast. It 
is also called an image of that beast.

To understand what the image is like, we 
must study the characteristics of the first 
beast—the papacy.

When the early church became corrupted 
by departing from the simplicity of the gos-
pel and accepting heathen rites and customs, 
she lost the Spirit and power of God. And 
then, in order to control the consciences of 
the people, she sought the support of secular 
governments. The result was the papacy. 

In the papacy we find a church that, for 
over a thousand years, controlled the power 
of the state and employed it to further its 
own ends, especially for the punishment of 
“heresy,”—and brought darkness and misery 
to people everywhere.

In order for the image to be formed, the 
religious power must so control the civil 
government that the authority of the state 
will also be used by the church to enforce 
specific religious observances.

In centuries past, whenever the church has 
obtained secular power, she has employed it 
to punish dissent from her doctrines. Rome 
did it for hundreds of years. Protestant 
churches, in Europe and England, did it for 
lengthy periods of time also. For example, 
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries, thousands of non­conformist ministers 
were forced to leave their churches, and 
many, both of pastors and people were 
subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, 
and martyrdom. 

It was apostasy that led the early church to 
seek the aid of the civil government, and this 
prepared the way for the development of the 
papacy. Paul predicted it in 2 Thessalonians 
2:3. And this union of church and state will 
occur again in the last days.

The wide diversity of belief in the 
Protestant churches is regarded by many 
as decisive proof that no effort to secure 
forced uniformity can ever be made. But, for 

years, there has been a growing sentiment 
by the churches to unite on common points 
of belief. Yet when this shall be done, the 
next step will be a movement to require 
compliance to the new faith by everyone. 
And this will lead to the use of force in 
order to gain it.

Thus, according to Bible prophecy, when 
the leading churches of the United States, 
uniting upon points of doctrine held by 
them in common, shall influence the state 
to enforce their decrees then Protestant 
America will have formed an image of 
the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of 
civil penalties upon dissenters will inevi-
tably result.

The two­horned beast will cause men to 
receive the Mark.

“And he causeth [commandeth] all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, 
or in their foreheads. And that no man might 
buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name.”—Revelation 13:16­17.

In the next chapter in Revelation, the 
third angel has a warning that agrees with 
the above warning.

“If any man worship the beast and his im-
age, and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God.”—Revelation 14:9­10.

The “beast,” mentioned in this message, 
whose worship is enforced by the two­
horned beast, is the papacy. It is the first, 
or leopard­like, beast of Revelation 13. 

The “image to the beast” is the religion 
that shall be developed when the churches 
shall seek the aid of the civil power for the 
enforce ment of their doctrines.

But what is “the mark of the beast”?
After the warning against the worship of 

the beast and his image, and his mark, the 
prophecy declares:

“Here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—
Revelation 14:12.

Those who keep God’s commandments 
are thus placed in contrast with those that 
worship the beast and his image and receive 
his mark. So the point of distinction be­
tween the two classes will be the keeping 
of God’s law, on one hand, and a required 
refusal to keep it, on the other.

The special characteristic of the beast, 
and therefore of his image, is the breaking 
of God’s commandments. Says Dan iel, of 
the little horn, the papacy:

“He shall think . . to change times and 
the laws.”—Daniel 7:25.

Paul called this same apostate power 
the “man of sin” who was to try and exalt 
himself above God. 

“Let no man deceive you by any means: 

for that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; 
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God.”—2 
Thessalonians 2:3­4.

These prophecies go together; for only 
by changing God’s law could the papacy 
exalt itself above God. —And whoever 
should understandingly keep the law as thus 
changed would be giving supreme honor to 
that power by which the change was made. 
Such an act of obedience to papal laws would 
be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the 
place of God.

In the coming crisis, the worshipers of 
God will be especially identified by their 
regard for the fourth commandment; for this 
is the sign of His creative power, and the 
witness to His claim upon man’s reverence 
and homage.

But at the same time, the worshipers of 
the beast will be identified by their efforts 
to tear down the Creator’s memorial, to exalt 
the institution of Rome—the papal holy day. 
It was in behalf of the Sunday that popery 
first asserted its arrogant claims; and its first 
resort to the power of the state was to compel 
the observance of Sunday.

The claim, so often put forth, that Christ 
changed the Sabbath is disproved by His 
own words (Matt 5:17­19). Indeed, it is a fact 
generally admitted by Protestants, that the 
Scriptures give no authority for the change of 
the Sabbath. It is clear that Roman Catholics 
acknowledge that the change of the Sabbath 
was made by their church, and declare that 
Protestants, by observing the Sunday, are 
recognizing her power.

“As the sign of the authority of the Cath-
olic Church, papist writers cite the very act 
of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which 
Protestants allow of; . . because by keeping 
Sunday, they acknowledge the church’s 
power to ordain feasts, and to command 
them under sin.”—Henry Tuberville, “An 
Abridgement of the Christian Doctrine,” 
p. 58.

So then the change of the Sabbath is the 
sign, or mark, of the authority of the Roman 
Church—it is “the mark of the beast.”

The Roman Church has not relinquished 
its claim to supremacy; and when the world 
and the Protestant churches accept a sabbath 
of its creating,—while rejecting the Bible 
Sabbath, they pay homage to the papacy.

“The observance of Sunday by the 
Protestants is an homage they pay, in 
spite of themselves, to the authority of the 
[Catholic] Church.”—Plain Talk About 
Protestantism,” p. 213.

The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on the 
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part of Protestant churches is an enforcement 
of the worship of the papacy—of the beast. 
Those who, understanding the claims of the 
fourth commandment, choose to observe 
the false instead of the true Sabbath, are 
thereby paying homage to that power by 
which alone it is commanded.

But in the very act of enforcing a reli-
gious duty by secular power, the churches 
would themselves form an image to the 
beast. Because of this, a national enforce-
ment of Sundaykeeping in the United States 
would be an enforcement of the worship of 
the beast and his image.

But Christians, of past generations, 
observed the Sunday, supposing that in so 
doing they were keeping the Bible Sab bath; 
and there are now true Christians in every 
church, not excepting the Roman Catholic 
communion, who honestly believe that Sun-
day is the Sabbath given by God. Heaven 
ac cepts their sincerity of purpose. 

But when Sunda;y observance shall be 
enforced by law, and the world shall be 
enlightened concerning the obligation of the 
true Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress 
the command of God, to obey a precept 
which has no higher authority than that of 
Rome,—will thereby honor popery above 
God. He is paying homage to Rome, and 
to the power which enforces the institution 
ordained by Rome. He is worshiping the 
beast and his image.

As men then reject the Sabbath which 
God has declared to be the sign of His 
authority, and honor in its stead that day 
which Rome has chosen as the token of 
her supremacy, they will thereby accept the 
sign of allegiance to Rome. —And they will 
receive “the mark of the beast.” 

Thus it is not until the issue is thus plainly 
set before the people, and they are brought 
to choose between the commandments of 
God and the commandments of men, that 
those who continue in transgression will 
receive “the mark of the beast.”

The most fearful threat ever addressed 
to mortals is contained in the third angel’s 
message of Revelation 14:9­12. That must 
be a terrible sin which calls down the wrath 
of God, unmingled with mercy. Men are 
not to be left in dark ness concerning this 
important matter. The warning against this 
sin is to be given to the world before the 

alternatives: either Protestantism and the 
keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and 
the keeping holy of Sun day. Compromise is 
impossible.”—Catholic Mirror, September 
2 and 23, 1893. (The Catholic Mirror, a 
Baltimore journal that was then the official 
organ of Cardinal Gibbons.)

So now we can see it clearly: The attempt 
of the Roman Catholic Church to change 
the Sabbath of the Creator—to another 
day—is the MARK of her authority. It is the 
MARK of the beast. For it decides whom 
you will worship:

“Sunday is our MARK of authority! . 
. The Church is above the Bible, and this 
transference of sabbath observance is proof 
of that fact.”—The Catholic Record, Lon-
don, Onta r io, Canada, September 1, 1923.

“Prove to me from the Bible alone that 
I am bound to keep Sunday holy. There is 
no such law in the Bible. It is a law of the 
holy Catholic Church alone. The Bible 
says ‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.’ The Catholic Church says, No. By 
my divine power I abolish the Sabbath day 
and com mand you to keep holy the first day 
of the week. And lo! The entire civilized 
world bows down in reverent obedience 
to the command of the Holy Catholic 
Church.”—Priest Thomas Enright, C.S.S.R, 
President of Redemptorist College, Kansas 
City, MO., in a lecture at Hartford, Kansas, 
February 18, 1884, and printed in the 
Hartford Kansas Weekly Call, February 
22, 1884, and the American Sentinel, a 
New York Roman Catholic journal in June 
1893, page 173.

“Of course the Catholic Church claims 
that the change was her act—AND THE 
ACT IS A MARK of her ecclesiastical 
power.”—From the office of Cardinal 
Gibbons, through Chan cellor H.F. Thomas, 
November 11, 1895.

Today the Bible Sabbath is the great 
test of loyalty. But soon Jesus will return 
for His own, and the trials of life will be a 
thing of the past. 

The reader of this very condensed ver-
sion of the book Sunday is not the Bible 
Sabbath is encouraged to obtain a copy or 
a boxful of the original  with its complete 
discussion and documentation. Contact: 
Harvestime Books, PO Box 300 Altamont,  
TN 37301,  931-692-3777.

final visitation of God’s judgments. 
Prophecy declares that the first angel will 

make his announcement to “every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people” (Rev 
14:6). The warning of the third angel, which 
forms a part of the same threefold message, 
is to be no less widespread. It is represented, 
in the prophecy, as being proclaimed with a 
loud voice, by an angel flying in the midst of 
heaven; and it will command the attention 
of the world.

In the issue of the contest, all Christen-
dom will be divided into two great class-
es,—those who keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus, and those who 
worship the beast and his image and receive 
his mark. Although church and state will 
unite their power to compel “all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond,” to 
receive “the mark of the beast” (Rev 13:16), 
yet the people of God will not receive it. 

The prophet, John, in vision, beheld 
“them that had gotten the victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and over his 
mark, and over the number of his name; 
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps 
of God, and singing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb” (Rev 15:2­3).

We have seen that the issues are clear in 
the Bible. And they are clear in history as 
well. The Seventh day is the Sabbath—for 
God never changed it.

By Rome’s own statement, very few 
people are keeping the right day holy—for 
only a few are keeping God’s Bible Sab bath. 
What we are told about this is important:

“The Church changed the observance 
of the Sabbath to Sunday by right of the 
divine, infallible authority given to her by 
her founder, Jesus Christ. The Protestant, 
claiming the Bible to be the only guide of 
faith, has no warrant for observing Sunday. 
In this matter the Seventh­day Adventist 
is the only consistent Protestant.”­—The 
Catholic Universe Bulletin, Au gust 14, 
1942, p. 4. (This is the official weekly news-
paper of the Cleveland Catholic Diocese.)

“Ques.—a) The Bible says, ‘The Seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord,’ and we read 
in your literature that it is the only Bible 

Sabbath there is. Will you please explain 
how the Sunday observance originated. (b) 
Do you think the Seventh­day Adventists 
keep the right day?

“Ans.—If you follow the Bible alone 
there can be no question that you are 
obliged to keep Saturday holy, since that is 
the day especially prescribed by Almighty 
God to be kept holy to the Lord. In keeping 
Sunday, non­Catholics are simply following 
the practice of the Catholic Church for 
1,800 years, a tradition, and not a Bible 
ordinance. What we would like to know 
is: Since they deny the authority of the 
Church, on what grounds can they base their 
faith of keeping Sunday? Those who keep 
Saturday, like the Seventh­day Adventists, 
unquestionably have them by the hip in 
this practice. And they cannot give them 
any sufficient answer which would satisfy 
an unprejudiced mind. With the Catholic 
there is no difficulty about the matter. For, 
since we deny that the Bible is the sole rule 
of faith, we can fall back upon the constant 
practice and Tradition of the Church.”—
Francis George Lentz, The Question Box, 
1900, pp. 98­99. (Lentz, who died in 1917, 
was an Illinois Catholic priest.)

“Ques.—What Bible authority is there 
for changing the Sabbath from the seventh 
to the first day of the week? Who gave the 
pope the authority to change a command 
of God?

“Ans.—If the Bible is the only guide 
for the Christian, then the Seventh­day 
Adventist is right, in observing the Sat­
urday, with the Jew . . Is it not strange 
that those who make the Bible their only 
teacher, should inconsistently follow in 
this matter, the Tradition of the Catholic 
Church?”—Bertrand Conway, The Ques-
tion Box, 1903 ed., pp. 254­255; 1915 ed., 
p. 179. (Conway [1872­1959] was Paulist 
father in the Cath olic Church.)

“The Adventists are the only body of 
Christians with the Bible as their teacher, 
who can find no warrant in its pages for 
the change of day from the seventh to the 
first . . Reason and common sense demand 
the acceptance of one or the other of these 
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